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PREFACE. 



The author of the following little work having noticed 
with unfeigned regret the deplorable deficiency manifested 
by the majority of young persons in their attainment of 
biblical learning, indeed, the almost total ignorance on 
subjects so interesting and instructiye, was extremely 
solicitous to contribute her mite towards the removal of 
an evil, the existence of which, all who have been engage^d 
in the education of youth, must acknowledge. In at- 
tempting this she was induced, both by observation and 
experience, to attribute the defect to a too cursory perusal 
of the facts and statements contained in the Bible; to 
which, in most cases, a mere assent is given without an 
idea of their reality being once conveyed to the mind. 
The same remarks may with justice be applied to the study 
of nature, whether in contemplating the mysteries of 
vegetation, or surveying the wonders of the universe. 
For who possesses such an unbounded admiration for the 
Creator of the universe as he, whose exalted genius can 
embrace the whole system of revolving worlds; whose 
evolutions remain unnoticed by the mass of mankind; or, 
who can appropriate to himself such inexhaustable stores 
of amusement and recreation, as he who enters into the 
gratifying pursuits of botuiical research, or becomes ini- 
tiated into the arcana of the physical sciences ? And yet 
these things really exist, as surelv as if all were aware o£ 
a2 
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their existence. Truly, then, it may be said that we 

** Find tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in every thing." 

It is evident that an investigation into the pages 

of holy writ, will repay the student for the trouble 

of his enquiries, by exalting his intellect, providing 

wholesome food for meditation, and preserving him 

from temptation to inferior pleasures. To induce, 

then, habits of reflection and consideration, by 

dwelling minutely on the leading events contained 

in one portion of that inspired volume, it may 

not be deemed presumptuous to hope that habits thus 

formed may lead to an increased desire for information, 

and elicit more extensive research ; and thus, ultimately, 

conduct to a saving knowledge of those things that shall 

make men wise unto salvation by faith in Christ Jesus. 



Nottingham, Jtinef 1847. 
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What is the Earth on which we live P 

It is a globe or ball, eight thousand miles 
in diameter, and nearly twenty-five thousand miles 
in circumference, revolving round the snn at a 
distance of ninety-five millions of miles from that 
luminary, yet deriving from it light, heat, and 
life. 

How long is it since this Earth was created? 

Of tte precise period when the materials or 
component parts constituting this globe were 
called into existence we are not informed ; but 
according to the Mosaic account, five thou- 
sand eight hundred and Miy years have 
elapsed since the Almighty Being was pleased to 
render it fit for the habitation of the creature He 
designed to place iipon it; creating light and sepa- 
rating it from darkness ; converting the chaos into 

land and water; spreading a firmament or atmos- 
a3 
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phere over the surface, necessary for the respiration 
of the animal creation, aod for the passage of the 
rays of light from the sun, moon, and stars. 

What proof have we of the authenticity of the 
Bible, and of its writers having been inspired P 

The proofs are various and cogent. The most 
powerful is, that as the wonderful harmony and 
connexion of all thepartsof scripture cannot be as- 
cribed to any other causethan their being all dictated 
by the same spirit of wisdom and foreknowledge; so, 
also, is their miraculous preservation a strong in- 
stance of 6od*s providential care, a constant sanc- 
tion and confirmation of the truth contained in 
them, and continued by God in all ages of his 
church; for although copies of them have been so 
numerous in every different language, yet have they 
been preserved under many untoward circumstances, 
differing from each other in no essential point. In 
fact, all the designs of the^newies of the scriptures 
have been defeated. The Bible still exists and is 
triumphant, and, doubtless, will exist as longas the 
church of Christ continues. 

In what state were the Jirst human beings created? 

Their original state was one of exquisite en- 
joyment, participating in all the delights afforded 
by the gratification of every pin*e sentiment and 
feeling, and not only of an appreciation of the 
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natural beauties that met the enraptured gaze of 
our first parents, but that being in a state of inno- 
cency they were in close and intimate communion 
with God. 

What led to the deprivation of this happiness f* 

The sin of wilful disobedience. Being endowed 
with the power of choosing good or evil, in a fatal 
hour contrary to divine admonition they yielded to 
the temptations of the devil, at whose instigation, 
through the instrumentality of the serpent, an ani- 
mal possessing more subtlety than any other beast 
of the field, they ate of the tree whereof God had 
commanded they should not eat. 

What was the penalty ? 

Tn its immediate results, eternal banishment from 
that slate of felicity, and in its ultimate conse- 
quences a liability to death, with all its concomi- 
tants of sin and misery, which have been continued 
to their posterity as the necessary consequence of 
a participation in their human and corrupted 
nature. 

Who was the Devil P 

The chief of a band of spirits who once enjoyed 
the delights of Heaven, but becoming ambitious 
of rivalling ihe^ power and majesty of Jehovah, 

were banished from that state of bliss to a place 
a4 
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called in the Hebrew, " Gehenna," which signifies 
darkness or hell, where they are still permitted, 
under special restriction, to employ their machina- 
tions against the peace of mind and eternal welfare 
of mankind ; bruising the heel of the Saviour, 
by templing men to rebel against the God who 
made them, until the time arrives when, according 
to the divine prediction, the effectual and final blow 
will be given to his power by Him who was de- 
signed to crush the serpent's head. 

Did Eve express any astonishment at the serpent 
being suddenly endowed with the gift of speech ? 

It does not appear that she evinced much asto- 
nishment at so exlrncrdinary a phenomenon, but 
she lived in a world of such wonder and novelty , that 
the circumstance of an animal of another species 
adopting the same mode of communication as she 
employed in her intercourse with Adam, seems to 
have struck her less than the gratification she anti- 
cipated from a compliance with the suggestions of 
the tempter. 

Was not the form of the serpent subsequently 
altered for having been thus made the dishonored 
instrument of Satan* s malice F 

There are- very cogent reasons to suppose that 
this was the case, and that its previous appearance 
was not only pleasing, subtle, and insinuating, but 
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that Eve was in ihe habit of caressing it, for which 
reason it was selected by the tempter, as the medium 
for the accomplishment of his wicked design. 

IV hat benefit should we derive from this portion 
of primeval history P 

It should undoubtedly impress this fa«t strongly 
upon our minds, that if Satan can assume shapes 
foreign to his nature, and, to serve his diabolical 
purposes, can even transform himself into an angel 
of light, we ought ever to be on our guard to detect 
his agency in every thought, word, and deed, in 
which we are inclined to indulge derogatory to the 
express commands of our Maker and Benefactor. 

What was the first remarkable occurrence after 
the expulsion of our first parents from Para^ 
dise f* 

The increase of the human race, commencing 
with the births of Cain and Abel, which took place 
one hundred and thirty years after the creation ; 
from which time the awful curse denounced upon 
them began to operate in their posterity, more par- 
ticularly perceptible in the envy and jealousy that 
led to the commission of the revolting crime of 
murder. 
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By whom was thejirst murder committed /* 

By Cain, upon his brother Abel; and thence 
denominated fratricide, and the punishment in- 
flicted upon Cain, as its author, clearly demon- 
strates the abhorrence with which the Almighty 
beheld this violation of one of the holiest and 
earliest institutions of his Omnipotence. The bond 
of fraternal aflfecticn being in all ages one of the 
most sacred and pleasing, the indignation of all 
good and virtuous persons is naturally excited 
against those who would sever its obligations and 
interrupt its harmony. 

^s we are only informed of the existence of four 
persons, at this period, what is meant by the 
expression " It shall come to pass thai every 
one that fmdelh me shall slay me?'* 

In perusing the Holy Scriptures we must inva- 
riably recollect that those parts only are narrated 
which were considered requisite for our instruction, 
and to enable us properly to comprehend their 
subsequent communications; if, however, we re- 
flect that nearly a century and a half had elapsed 
from the birth of Cain to the death of Abel, the 
human race might have very considerably increased, 
owing to the prolongation of men's Jives, and the 
circumstance of Adam and Eve having had many 
more children than those mentioned in the narra- 
tive, \^hich is further evident from the casual men- 
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tion of Cain's wife immediately succeeding the 
account of his settlement in the land of Nod. 

Where was the land of Nod situated P 

The word " Nod" signifies fugitive, or banished, 
and was in all probability applied to the district oc- 
cupied by Cain after he commenced his residence 
there. It is most commonly supposed to have 
been west of Eden, either between Eden and 
Arabia, or parts of Syria adjoining the Dead Sea; 
but as various surmises exist relative to its exact 
position, the question rests upon conjecture. 

What is the next important event on record P 

The universal Deluge, which took place in the 
year of the world 1656. As men began to multi- 
ply on the face of the earth, sin increased in pro- 
portion, until the entire population became so ut- 
terly abandoned that every vestige of holiness 
was obliterated, which so '* grieved" the Lord, that 
He determined upon their annihilation, with the 
exception of Noah, who, on account of his upright- 
ness of conduct was, with his family, most gra- 
ciously spared to perpetuate his species in order to 
fulfil the intentions of a merciful God to future 
generations. 
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In what manner were they preserved F 

Noah was commanded to construct a flat-bot- 
tomed boat or ark, square at each end and roofed 
like a house, terminating in the top, in the breadth 
of a cubit, or a little more than half a yard, being 
160 yards in length, 27 in breadth, and 16 in 
height; and divided into many compartments for 
the accommodation of two of every species of ter- 
restrial animals that were to be contained in it, and 
it was pitched within and without, which was not 
only calculated to keep it waterproof, but the best 
adapted to the purpose for which it was designed. 

^s we are told that 120 years elapsed from the 
first intimation of their impending doom until 
its final accomplishment, is it not surprising 
that none of the inhabitants attempted to pro- 
vide/or their safety by the construction of any 
similar vessels. 

The ark being the appointed means of refuge 
from the justly incurred anger of God, became 
the type of Him who is the only medium of 
refuge or way of salvation for sinners in all ages ; 
we mav therefore conclude that no other vessel 
would have been permitted to survi\e the terrific 
violence of that storm that was destined to over- 
whelm in one calamitous judgment that wicked and 
perverse generation. 
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How long did the waters prevail upon ike earth ? 

According to the scripture computation, Noah 
and his family remained a year and ten days, 
having entered on the seventeenth day of the 
second month, which answers to our November, 
and being commanded to leave it on the twenty- 
seventh day of the second month of the following 
year. 

Was the deluge universal, or confitrnd to that 
quarter of the globe that was inhabited F 

Some learned men have argued against its uni- 
versality ; but the expression, " and all the high 
hills under the whole Heaven were covered," would 
seem to imply that no part of the earth was exempt 
from this peculiar judgment; and, indeed, where- 
ever the subject has been investigated, traces of its 
effects are discoverable, and some confused tradition 
of it every where prevails. In the Western 
Hemisphere, animal remains have been found 
below the surface of mountains, which were only 
the production of the East ; and there is scarcely 
a place in the globe where tradition of any kind 
exists that does not bear testimony to an universal 
flood. 
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fVhal pledge did (he Almighty give never more 
io destroy the earth by a flood P 

He called the attention of Noah in a particular 
manner to the existence of the rainbow, in confirma- 
tion of his promise that so long as the earth should 
endure" seed, time, and harvest, summer and winter 
should not cease," and that " the waters should not 
prevail to overflow the earth a second time." 

What is the Rainow? When is it seen? And what 

does it teach? 

It is a natural phenomenon, always appearing 
when the sun not being more than forty-five 
degrees above the horizon, is opposed by a cloud 
dissolved into rain, produced by the refraction 
and ffflection of the sun*s rays. It teaches that 
as certainly as that bow appears, so certainly will 
God perform his ancient and present promises. 

Where did (lie Ark rest when the waters were 

abated ? 

On Mount Ararat, in Armenia, a fertile province 
of Asiatic Turkey, forming the principle of a vast 
chain of mountains, between the southern extre- 
mities of the Black and Caspian Seas. The sum- 
mit of this mountain is elevated 17,260 feet above 
the level of the sea, and is always covered with 
snow, standing in solitary grandeur; the oiber 
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• 

mountains of ihe ridge bear no resemblance to it 
ill point of size, serving only to enhance the effect' 
by force of contrast. The family of Noah occu- 
pied the conn tries at the foot of this mountain for 
a considerable period after leaving the ark. 

In what light is it regarded by ihe, inhabitants /* 
So great is their veneration for an object of such, 
interest, thai on first beholding it at a. distance* 
which they cun do at the remoteness of ten days' 
journey from it, they prostrate themselves on the 
ground, kiss the earth, aud repeat certain prayers, 
making the sign of the cross. 

Give seme account of the first dispersion o/ 

J^oah*s posterity. 

A company, headed, it is supposed, by Nimrod,, 
grandson of Ham, journeyed into the land of Shinar, 
a fertile district between the rivers Tigris and £u- 
|)hrates, where finding a level plain that appeared- 
to offer an eligible site for buildings and the soil 
being composed principally of clay » their ingenuity 
converted it into bricks by burning. They also 
discovered quantities of a slimy matter, called 
bitumen, which, forming an excellent substitute for 
mortar, suggested the idea of constructing a c\ty» 
and a tower the top of which might reach unto the 
clouds. 
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in so doing did they pre'sumptiiously hope to fre^ 
vent a recurrence of the deluge ? 
This could not have been their motive or they 
would unquestionably have selected some lofty 
summit instead of a level. Ambition and a desire 
x6 Jiet^etuate their hftmes las the originators of thi* 
n^w species of building seem to have been the 
principal inducements to the undertaking. 

How wdt it frustrated F 
The whole earth up to this period was of one 
language and of one speech ; in order, therefore, to 
raise an insurmountable obstacle to the completion 
of theit litfogjttir design, 6o\l confomided tbeie 
langnagir, csnsing thes])eeieh diisaamUkhe uninleN 
Hgible to others, Uii» eooverting into a cause of 
their diipefttoH, the very means resorted to for its 
pieM&iition $ this circumstance shewing the origin 
of the diversity of languages forms another evidence 
of the authenticity of Holy Writ. 

W%di terdr the name of the t^tg ? 
ftaftel, which Signifies " cohfusibn ; " afterwards 
^b^lbn, Pdiiildui for iik sir'erigth and riches, and 
r&ttftVHbr^ y UMbg the bapital bt* the fit-st King- 
d^iil; dha llie i^eki; 8f the fil^i monarchical govern. 
A^ixi, ih\^ \Skii of Whibh Mimrod wds, on accbunt 
of his superior genius and comprehensive powers df 
mind^ unanimously elected by the people ; 
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it lasted for the space of 1,600 years, and was 
finally laken by Cyrus in the year 538 B.C. This 
was the first step towards its downfall, for after the 
death of Cyrus it ceased to be the residence of 
royalty, and gradually declined until the prediction 
was fully and most wonderfully, as well as literally, 
accomplished, declaring that Babylon, the glory 
of kingdoms, should be as when God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 

What other countries claim Ham as their 
progenitor ? 

The whole of the northern part of Afiica, an- 
swering to modern Barbary, including also Egypt 
and the countries bordering on the Red Sea, Ara- 
bic, and the land of Canaan. 

What part of the globe was appropriated to 
Shem and his posterity P 

Asia, including Persia, India, Asiatic Russia, 
China, &c. 

By whom were the countries of Europe 
" populated ? 

By Japheth and his decendants. The Abongi- 
nes of the British Isles claim their descent from 
Javan, son of Japheth, one of the sons of Noah. 
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What is related of Abraham P 

• 

The lineal descendant of Shem, who, on account 
of his steady faith and undeviating integrity was 
specially appointed to take possession of the land 
of Canaan, as being in every respect a more de- 
lightful residence than his own ; owing to the salu- 
brity of its climate, and the fruitfulness of its soil, 
it was afterwards emphatically described as " a 
land flowing with milk and honey." Moreover, 
the Almighty having determined to destroy the 
Canaanites tor their complicated sins, and to in- 
stitute a new people untainted by idolatry, made 
choice of Abraham as His instrument for the ac- 
complishment of these great purposes. 

By whom was he accompanied P 

By Sarai his wife, and Lot his nephew, journey- 
ing southward towards Sichem, he there built an 
altur to commemorate the gracious revehition made 
to him in a dream, wherein God renewed his 
promise to give to him and his posterity the land 
which he then beheld. His next residence was 
on a mountain between Bethel and Hai, which 
place, however, he left during the prevalence of a 
dreadful famine, and retired into Egypt, but returned 
when plenty once more visited the land. 
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What occasioned a separation between •Abraham 

and Lot P 

The place ihey had chosen for their ahode was not 
large enough for the cattle which they possessed in 
such prodigious numbers ; this led to quarrels and 
strife between their servants, for which reason Abra- 
ham proposed a separation as a measure more con- 
ducive to ^eir muttial satisfaction. 

Did Lot embrace this alternative P 

Yes; but unfortunately fixed upon the vicinity 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, two cities remarkable 
for the wickedness of their inhabitants, whose 
utter contempt of all laws both human and divine, 
marked them out for destruction. Abraham, acting 
under the more immediate superintendance of the 
Almighty, finally removed to the plain Mamre, in 
Hebron, when he renewed his acts of worship and 
adoration. 

iVhat was the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah P 

They were destroyed by fire at the command of 
the Almighty, both by volcanic eruptions and by 
the lightning and storms of fire from Heaven, all^ 
doubtless, by supernatural agency. At all events 
we know their destruction to have been complete, 
and the total extinction of the wretched inhabitants 
to have been the punishment inflicted by an ofifended 
Deity. The ancient site of these cities is now 
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covered by the waters of one of the most remarka- 
ble lakes in the world, called the Dead Sea, from 
the well -authenticated fact that no animals will 
live in its waters, nor vegetables on its shores, owing 
to its being so strongly impregnated with palt, 
and containing a pilfchy substance of an offensive 
smell, called Asphahos, which is found in large 

cakes of a foot in thickness, floating on the top. 

• 

JDtd Lot and his family escape the general 
overthrow of these cities P 

Notwithstanding his lingering hesitation to avail 
himself of the merciful interposition of Abraham 
in his behalf, God was pleased to conduct him to a 
place of safety, called Zoar, a small city on the 
confines of Sodom, where the sacred historian 
leaves him. Previous, however, to his arrival 
there, his wife, who was probably a native of 
Sodom, turned with a look of regret towards the 
home she was leaving, contrary to the express in- 
junction of the heavenly messengers by whom she 
was accompanied, and was instantaneously struck 
dead, and her body petrified as a memento to suc« 
cessive generations of the Divine displeasure at her 
disobedience.* 

* She is said to have been converted into a pillar of 

salt, and the recent passage of modern and late travellers 

inform ns that this desert abounds with incrustations of 

•alt. — ** We found si'vcral p€>rsons engaged in peeling of 
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How many Sons had Abraham F 
Two: idhmael, the son of of his bondwoman or 
stave^ and Isaac, the lawful son 'of his old age, ihe 
promised seed, in whom all the naiions of the earth 
were to be blessed, alluding to the incarnation of 
our Saviour, who was descended in a direct line 
from Abraham. Isaac, a«< in many respects the 
dear lypeof Christ, so is be in this, that he was born 
out of the common way of mankind, of a mother 
who from her extreme age was " as good as dead/' 

IFas not ihefidik ^ Jktaham severelif tested P 
Tes; Isaac his beloved son having arrived at 
aii age when the powers of his mind were be- 
ginning to expand, and the affection of his parents 
was daily increasing as some new manifestation of 
character appeared, Abraham was commanded to 
undertake a tedious journey, and then to offer op 
as a burnt offering this son in whom were centred, 
all his future hopes ; hopes which seemed now to 
be for ever annihilated by such an unprecedented 
comm'and. 

a toUd Murfttct of saU^ /several inches in thlclmeiai thej 
were coUectiDg and loading it on asaes. A considerable 
l^vel (near the Dead Sea) is left, which is encnuted wUh a 
sdft, appearing like ice at tiie comnienoement of a thaw^-— 
Ifh^ and ^fanyie's Travds near Petra dtid ttie Dead Sea* 
^Chan, VIII. 
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How was this duty per formed ? 

Abraham prepared with all alacrity to obey the 

Divine iiijtinction, neither urging the prohibition 
of the crime of murder, nor cavilling at the non- 
fulfilment of the reiterated promises made respect- 
ing him, but having concluded his journey he pro- 
ceeded to the completion of his painful duty. On 
this occasion Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice 
of which he was to be the victim, in the same man- 
ner as our Lord bore the cross to his own crucifixion. 

How was this sacrifice arrested i^ 
The Angel of God called Abraham out of 
heaven, saying, " Lny not thy hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou any harm unto him, for now I 
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hasi 
not witheld thy son, thine only son from me." 

Where did this remarkable occurrence transpire ^ 
Abraham's sacrifice was made on Mount Moriah, 
and on the same mount the temple of the Jews was 
built, and at the foot of it Christ was crucified. 

Whom did Isaac marry P 

Rebekah the daughter of BethueF of Mesopota- 
mia or Syria, a woman of great beauty and virtue, 
who seems to have been specially appointed by 
Providence to be his wife, in accordance with the 
wishes of his parents, who, even in this matter 
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placed themselves under the guidance and direction 
of Him who sees the end from the beginning. 

What interesting incident is related of Isaacs 
two sons, Esau and Jacob, 

Their dispositions appear to have been widely 
different, Esau being fond of the diversions of the 
field, and athletic exercises, while Jacob preferred 
a raore sedentary occupation and resided princi- 
pally at home; Esau being the eldest, was entitled 
by hereditary birth-right to the peculiar blessings 
covenanted to Abraham and his seed, both with re- 
ference to the land of Canaan and also with respect 
to the promised Messiah, blessings which a believer 
pre-eminently valued, but which Esau seems so far 
to have despised as to have attached little or no 
value to them* 

How was he deprived of this hirih-right P 

Coming in from the £eld, faint with hunger apd 
wearied with exercise, and seeing his brother about 
to partake of a " mess of pottage," he was easily 
pnrsuaded to barter bis interest in those privileges 
for the immediate gratification of his appetite, and 
thus transferred to Jacob the right of primogeniture, 
thereby securing to him the possession of advan- 
tages more valued than the acquisition of earthly 
honours and distinctions. 
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jpid I$aac give his concurrence to this transfer P 

Rebekah had recourse to stratagem to secure to 
her younger son the bene6ts she was so dcsirons 
should be conferred upon him»and owing to the in- 
firmities of Isaac succeeded in practising upon his 
credulity to the full extent of her wishes, for not only 
was his blessing unwittingly bestowed, but confirm- 
ed on being made acquainted with the duplicity 
that had been exercised towards him. 

Wiu Rebekah justified in this conduct F 

Certainly not! for although an all-wise Being 
sometimes sees fit to carry out his projects by the 
instrumentality of human ingenuity, he cannot 
sanction deceit, and Rebekah committed sin by not 
confiding implicitly in the promise made to her on 
a former occasion, namely, that " the elder should 
serve the younger." 

Did not this artifice cause dissention between 

the brothers ? 

Undoubtedly ; and Esau openly declared his 
intention of killing his brother as soon as the 
death of Isaac should enable him to do so without 
inflicting the pang upon his aged parent, which 
would be the consequence of any immediate act, 
Jacob was therefore strongly urged by Rebekah in 
order to avoid the meditated danger, to visit his 
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uncU Laban at Padan-aram, wliose two daiigliiers 
he married after fourteen years* servitude. 

How was their reconciliation effected P 

Jacob after such a lapse of lime, having a strong 
desire to visit his native land, departed with all his 
possessions from Padan-aram, but fearing to en- 
counter his brother, he sent conciliatory messen- 
gers and presents by means of his servants; Esuu 
without declaring whether his intentions were 
peaceful or hostile^ set out to meet Jacob with four 
hundred men. 

The feelings of nature triumphed over the sense 
of injury entertained by Esau, and their meeting 
was one of mutual recognition, forgiveness, and en- 
dearment. After the death of Isaac, which tran- 
spired a few years after this, and when the land 
wherein they were strangers could not bear them 
because of their cattle, Esau removed to raoimt 
Seir, but Jacob who was now called Israel, con- 
tinued to dwell in Canaan. 

How many sons had Jacob P 

Twelve; frotn whom are derived the twelve tribes 
of Israel, namely, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, Zebulun, Dan^ Naphtali, Gad, Ashen 
Joseph, and Benjamin. 

Whose history was most remarkable P 

That of Joseph ; he being his father *s favourite> 
naturally became obnoxious to his brethren, whose 
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hatred was conspicnously manifested in their maiio 
ner ofaddressing him; these feelings were further 
augmented by dreams which Joseph had, intimating 
that at some future period those who now despised 
and hated him, should pay him the most obsequi- 
ous reverence. 

Did thai come to pass P 

Yes ! the first step towards its fulfilment was as 
follows : — Joseph having been sent by his father to 
ascertain particulars respecting the welfare of his 
other sons who were attending their flocks in 
Shechem, no sooner came within sight, than a 
project was formed by which they might at once 
rid themselves of his presence, and after much 
deliberation as to the best method of disposing of 
him, he was at length sold to some Ishmeelitish 
merchants for twenty pieces of silver. 

How did they account for his absence to their 

Father ? 

To raise in him the supposition that he had been 
killed by some wild beast, they dipped his coat into 
the blood of a kid slaughtered for the purpose, in 
which state they bad the cruelty to exhibit it to 
their father, whose agony at the idea of his favour- 
ite son having met with a violent death, may be 
imagined, but description must fall far short at 
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pourlraying the emotions of parental anxiety for 
the fate of a child so sincerely and deservedly 
beloved. 

What was Jo$eph*s destination ? 

Having arrived in the land of Egypt he was 
again sold to Potiphar, an officer in Pharaoh's 
honsehold, where he discharged the duties de- 
volving upon him, in a manner to ensure the 
approbation of his master, and the favour of God 
who made every thing he did to prosper. 

THd this state of prosperity continue ? 

Alas ! no ; as a lamoniable proof of the instability 
of human aflfairs, and a proof that the righteous 
are by no means exempt or free from the shafts of 
malevolence and slander, Joseph was cast into a 
prison through the wilful misrepresentation of a 
wicked and deceitful woman, the wife of Potiphar, 
who having failed in enticing Joseph to commit a 
great sin wiih her, represented him to her husband 
as having actually and violently commiited it; but 
here, also, he shone eminently conspicuous as a 
servant of the Lord, so, that he found favour in the 
sight of the keeper of the prison, who mitigated 
the rigour of his coitfinement, and treated him with 
kindness and confidence, and thus became the 
instrument of God's protection of him. 
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What particular event occurred during his im- 

prisonment P 

Having interpreted two dreams of the chief 
butler and the chief baker (his fellow prisoners), 
that were literally fulfilled in the execution of the 
latter, and the restoration of the former to his pre- 
vious position in the household of Pharaoh; it 
was natural to suppose that his release would have 
followed such a manifestation of superior wisdom, 
but as the branch that is bowed by the storm re- 
sumes its elasticity when the storm has subsided 
and looks as though it hud never come in contact 
with the earth, so the chief butler forgot the com- 
panions of his humiliation when restored, to pi-os- 
perity, and Joseph, in consequence, continued a 
prisoner for two long wearisome years. 

Relate the manner of his release P 
It pleased the Almighty to intimate to Pharaoh 
through the medium of a dream, that after seven 
years of great plenteousness, there would be seven 
years of famine, the interpretation of which, how- 
ever, was withheld from him, until the chief bullet 
remembering his ingratitude to Joseph, embraced 
that opportunity of recommending him to the 
notice of the king. Upon this the king sent for 
him, and was so much pleased with the wisdom he 
displayed in the interpretation of his dream, and in 
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the plan proposed to escape the rigours of the famine 
that he made him second in authority over the 
whole kingdom ; by such simple means the all -wise 
God makes a way for the escape of those who trust 
in his mercv. 

Did Joseph then make Egypt his permanent 

residence P 
He did; and by his marriage with the daughter 

of Potiphar a priest of On, strengthened the bond 
by which he was attached to that country. 

Where teas On situated P 
It was east of the Nile, five miles from grand 
Cairo, the present capital, its name signifies 
"light," and "the sun;" called by the Greeks, 
Heliopolis, " a city of the Sun," owing to the an- 
nua] festival in honour of that luminary. It is 
therefore highly probable that Potiphar was an 
officiating priest at that ceremony. 

How was Jacob made aquainted with his sons 
existence and greatness P 

During the seven years of plenty, Joseph had 
made ample provision for the season of scarcity, by 
hoarding up immense quantities of corn, and as 
the famine was universal, people from all nations 
made application to him to su])ply their necessi- 
ties; it therefore became necessary to Jacob also 
to have recourse to the govenor of Egypt for the 
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means of subsistence, he sent his ten sons on this 
important errand, who no sooner came into the 
presence of Joseph, than ihey were recognised by 
him, although he remained unknown to them. 

What followed? 

Joseph at first employed a little artifice by af- 
fecting a harshness of manner towards them, partly 
to subdue the intensity of his own feelings, and 
partly to lest their veracity and to bring more 
vividly to remeniberance their cruel conduct 
towards himself. Having at length made himself I 
known, like a dutiful and affectionate son he could 
no longer refrain from despatching messengers to 
his father, intreating his presence, and that he 
might have the happiness of conferring upon his 
beloved parent a participation in the emoluments 
arising from his own upright conduct and righte* 
ousness. 

Did Jacob coincide with this request P 

The prospect of a re-union with his beloved 
Joseph, and a permanent residence under the 
auspices of one of the most powerful potentates in 
the world, thereby securing the possession of those 
temporal enjoyments his advanced age demanded^ 
combined to form an irresislable inducement for a 
final departure from the land of Canaan. 
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What circumstance worthy of record took place 

on his journey ? 

Having arrived at Beersheba, the southern ex* 
treraity of the land of Canaan, he offered up sacri- 
fices to the God of his father Isaac, when he doubt- 
less tooic a retrospective view of 6od*s gracious 
dealings with him, during the whole of his eventful 
life, and earnestly invoked a continued manifesta- 
tion of his presence in the country to which he was 
bound. 

How was his prayer answered ? 

In visions of the night God declared his gra- 
cious intentions not only of being with him during 
his residence in Egypt, but of accompanying him 
thither, foretelling also his return to Canaan in 
allusion to his burial in the cave of Machpelah, 
originally purchased by Abraham of the sons of 
Heth. 

What part of Egypt was assigned to Jacob and 

his family F 

The land of Goshen a district of Rameses, east 
of the most easterly branch of the Nile, suited in 
every respect to their occupation as shepherds, 
being emphatically styled "the best of the land," 
this was the commencement of the residence of the 
Children of Israel in a country where their sub- 
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sequent history furnishes an interesting and in- 
structive lesson. 

How long did Jacob live after his removal into 

Egypt ? 

Seventeen years; being one hundred and forty- 
seven years old when he died ; after his death his 
body was embalmed according to the prevaling 
custom, and they mourned for him seventy days. 
After this, accompanied by a numerous proces- 
sion, he was interred in a cave of the field of 
Machpelah in conformity with the oath made by his 
son Joseph. 

What is meant by embalming P 
It ronsisled in opening the dead body, removing 
the intestines, and filling the place with odori- 
ferous drugs and spices, to prevent pulri faction. 
The Egyptians excelled all other nations in the art 
of preserving bodies from corruption, for several that 
they have embalmed upwards of two thousand years 
ago remain to this day. And what ia more remar- 
kable, that in such cases where grains of corn have 
been found, those grains upon being sown, have 
«prung up into strong bearing. (Sir C- Fellows 
brought mummy corn and it has grown in a won- 
derful manner.) 

Did not Joseph's brethren fear his resentment 

after their father s death P 
They did ; for although Joseph's conduct had all 
along been such as to disarm suspicion, their 
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guilty consciences suggested the probability of 
punishment now that they were deprived of their 
advocate, so that they were unwilling to return to 
£gy])t after the celebration of the funeral obsequies, 
until re-assured by Joseph, who removed their tim- 
idity and calmed their fears by increased kindness 
and liberality. 

Give some account of the last days of Josephs 

Having lived to the age of one hundred and 
ten years, and seen children of the third generation, 
he required his brethren to promise on oath, that 
when God should be pleased to restore them to the 
land of Israel, they should carry his remains with 
them ; this oath it appears was handed down from 
generation to generation, as a sacred obligation, 
and the injunction was strictly fulfilled when the 
Israelites, conducted by Moses, two hundred and 
fifty years after Jacob's first arrival, were released 
from their Egyptian bondage. 

The book of Genesis closes with the account of 
Joseph's death, and surely no history furnishes a 
more striking illustration of that beautiful senti- 
ment, that 

God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform. — 

Every link in the chain of divine providence, by 
which he was led, ought to convey ito us an un- 
wavering assurance that all things work together 
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for good to thein that love God, and that though 
sickness, pain, and sorrow be our portion, they are 
but the chastenings of a gracious father who leads 
us to the desired haven by a way we know not> 
instead of being the judgments of an ofiended 
Deity who hath declared that he has no pleasure in 
the death of a sinner. 

In what originated the illtreatment to which the 
Israelites were subjected, previous to their de- 
farlure from the land of Egypt ? 

We are told they increased so abundantly as to 
cause considerable apprehensions in the mind of 
the then reigning monarch, lest by an alliance with 
the enemies of the Egyptians they should obtain 
the mastery over them ; for in Egypt they were 
only tolerated as strangers, a lengthened period 
having elapsed since the time when Joseph pos- 
sessed his influence, and after all his important 
services in their behalf had been forgotten. 

By what act of state policy did Pharaoh aim at 

their subjection P 
First by the most rigourous and cruel treatment 
by means of taskmasters placed over them to in- 
spect their work and to exact its performance, under 
circumstances of the most harassing nature. Se- 
condly by commanding every male child to be cast 
into the river Nile. 
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fVas not this latter dreum^tance overruled by 
God for their deliverance^ 

Tt was, the mother of Moses having concealed 
his birth, for threejinonths, and fearful of detection, 
she committed him with the confidence of faiih, to 
the watera of the Nile, in a fragile bark of bulrushes. 
The sister of Moses watched the result of this bold 
experiment at a convenient distance. 

How did it answer ? 

The daughter of Pharaoh going down to the 
river to bathe, discovered the child, and being 
struck with its beauty and helplessness, at the same 
time, commiserating the feelings of the nnhappy 
mother who had thus risked a life so dear, deter- 
mined to adopt him as her own, and by an espe- 
cial providence, his own mother was selected as 
his nurse, who would of course instil into his mind 
such precepts and principles of religious observance 
as should effectually fortify his mind against the 
idolatry and superstition of the Egyptians. 

What further is related of Moses while at Pha- 

raoKs court ? 
The desire to deliver his countrymen from the 
oppression which galled them, strengthened as he 
grew np to maturity. On one occasion observing 
an Egyptian illtreating an Hebrew, he espoused 
the quarrel as his own, and killed the Egyptian, 
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which so incensed Pharaoh that he sought liis life ; 
thus Moses was compelled to flee into the land of 
Midian, where he married the daughter of Jelhro, 
priest of Midian, and continued to reside therein 
the capacity of a shepherd. 

Did he long retain this employment P 
No ! it was I he intention of the Almighty 
to make him the honoured instrument of carrying 
out his plans and forwarding his designs respecting 
his chosen people, by alleviating their sorrows and 
delivering them from that degrading state of bon- 
dage under which they had so long groaned. 
How did God reveal himself to Moses ^ 
He first arrested his attention and excited his 
astonishment by the miraculous appearance of a 
bush that visibly burned with fire without being 
consumed, and having powerfully impressed Moses 
with ideas of his holiness and omnipotence, God 
commanded him to appear in the presence of 
Pharaoh to plead for the emancipation of his 
brethren. 

Did Moses obey with alacrity the commands with 
which he was so highly honoured P 
Alas ! for the weakness of human nature Moses 
thought not of the ability of Jehovah to confer 
strength according to the amount of duty required, 
but bewailing bis own insufficiency for so important 
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an undertal^ing, but He who reineinber**th that we 
are but dust made a gracious allowance for his tiui* 
idity knuwing that it did not originate in a disin- 
clination to obedience. God proceeded therefore to 
confer with him on the manner in which he was to 
eflect the liberation of the children of Israel. 

Did not Moses conceive that his own assertion of 
being sent by God as his messenger, or as one 
inspired might reasonably be doubted P 

Yes, indeed, for we can never rely upon what 
others lell us to be their feelings, us proofs of divine 
inspiration : su the Lord instructed Moses how to 
work a great and sudden miracle by his rod. These 
miracles removed the doubts of the people and they 
accepted him as a messenger from God. 

How was Moses induced to accept the office of 
• of leader and law-giver of the children of 
Israel. 

His natural diffidence so far prevailed over his 
trust in the repeated promises of Gods special 
presence and blessing as to induce him still to 
plead his incompetency for so important an under- 
taking owing to his deficiency as an orator; although 
endued with the power to work miracles in the 
presence of Pharaoh as proofs of his divine appoint* 
ment. 



B 
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How was this objection over-ruled P 
The Alniighiy in his gracious forbearance de- 
puted Aaron, Moses* brother, a man famous for his 
eloquence, to accompany him in this glorious 
expedition' 

Were] the people readily prevailedjupon to submit 

to their guidance P 

Moses and Anron having assembled together 
the elders of the children of Israel, and declared 
unto ihem the message vniih which they were 
charged, verifying it at the same time by the per- 
formance of miraculous signs, the people anin^aled 
by the spirit of liberty simultaneously believed, 
bowing their heads and worshipping in token of 
acquiescence and submission. 

What was the next course pursued by Moses 

and Aaron P 

Proceeding into the presence of Pharaoh they 
reiterated the message thisy had received, requesting 
permission, in the name of the Lord God of Israel 
to perform three days journey into the wilderness 
for the purpose of holding a solemn festival to his 
honour. 

What was meant by a day* s journey P 

Geographers vary in describing the distance this 
expression is intended to convey, the most probable 
computation is that whifh generally exists in the 



BtOLY SCRIPTURES. 89 

present day among the Arabians and the nations 
of the east, namely, about seven leagues, or twen- 
ty-one English miles. 

H^as there any difference between a day s journey 
and a Sabbath-days journey P 
A very considerable one, the latter bore reference 
to the short distance a Jew was permitted to travel 
from home on the Sabbath-day, for which reason 
our Saviour exhorted his hearers to pray that their 
Bight from Jerusalem, previous to its destruction, 
might not be on the Sabbath-day. 

ffas the request of Moses and Aaron acceeded to ? 
The Egyptians being idolators, Pharaoh denied 
the authority witM which they came invested, say- 
ing, " I know not the Lord, neither will I let 
Israel go." Moses then displayed the several miracles 
he was enabled to work, but as this idolatrous mon- 
arch regarded these as the efforts of necromancy or 
magic, he commanded his magicians to perform 
the same. 

What were these miracles ? 

The principal consisted in Moses casting his rod 
or staff upon the ground, which instantly became a 
serpent ; the magicians performed a similar miracle, 
but Moses* serpent devoured those produced by the 
art of the magicians, thus proving the superiority of 
the source whence Moses' power proceeded. 
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How were the magicians able to effect these 

transformations ? 
There were in Egypt many professors of sorcery 
or magic, exceedingly expert in the art of leger- 
demain or sleight of hand, and who no doubt fre- 
quently imposed upon the crediirity of others by 
a pretended supernatural power, and some have 
thought that these serpents were mere illusions, or the 
effects of Satan's agency, but the reality of the trans- 
formation tould not be doubted, for " they became 
serpents." It is, therefore, highly probable that 
these changes on the part of the magicians were 
effected by the immediate interposition of God 
or his own wise purposes, and that even the magi- 
cians were as much astonished as the spectators, 
but purposely remained silent on the subject to 
induce a belief that their power was equal to that 
of Moses. This may account for the apathy of 
the Egyptians who witnessed them, and for the ob- 
duracy of Pharaoh at this and subsequent displays 
of miraculous power. 

What effect had the miracles on the mind of 

Pharaoh P 

His heart was callous to the entreaties of a eap- 
tive people, and to chastise their temerity, he in- 
creased the rigour of their punishment, by denying 
them the use of straw in the manufacture of bricks, 
which had hitherto been considered absolutely 
requisite.v 
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How was the agency of strain employed ? 
It was used not onlv as a covering for the clay 
to defend it from the burning sun previously to its 
being manufactured, but for the purpose of amal- 
gamation, and keeping the materials together 
forming the bricks before they were burnt: a prac- 
tice that still prevails in those countries subject to 
sudden transitions of weather and climate, and 
where such materials are used. The refusal to 
provide this article caused inimeijse toil and 
trouble, the supply of bricks could not therefore 
be so abundant, and this caused their cruel task- 
masters to treat them witb rigid severity for a de- 
ficiency wantonly created. 

How did ike Israelites endure this increased 
severity of their task-work ? 

They ascribed it to the interposition of Moses and 
Aaron, and murmured bitterly against them for en- 
hancing the evils they professed to be able to remove. 

What followed P 
Moses had again recourse to the Almighty for 
direction in this painful emergency, who declared 
his determination of subduing the obduracy of 
Pharaoh's heart by the infliction of such cala- 
mities as never, either before or since, befel any 
other nation. 

Were these menaces regarded, or did Pharaoh 

continue to persevere in his disobedience P 
He persisted in his obstinate determination to 
B 2 
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brave the Divine displeasure, and Moses in conse- 
quence proceeded to obey the dread cominan«l of 
God, by inflicting the first terrible calamity with 
which the rebellious monarch had been threatened. 

fi'hal was the nature of the first plagtte of Egypt F 
A truly dreadful one; the waters of the Nile 
became blood, so that the people were not only de- 
prived of all means of quenching their thirst, but 
those who ventured to taste thereof were severely 
alBicted with painful disorders; and this wa& the 
more distressing because they worshipped the Nile as 
their divinity. 

Was the whole of Egypt supplied by the river 
Nile, or how were its numerovs inhabitants 
sustained, as we are told that in that country it 
seldom rains ? 

The river Nile continues its course from the 
furthest explored branch among the high laLda 
aoutb of Abyssiiua, for 1800 miles on its approach 
to the sea, when it branches off in the form of the 
Greek letter A called Delta or D, and falls into the 
Mediterranean by many mouths. It is a solitary 
and remarkable instance of a river flowing for 
the space of 1300 miles without receiving one 
tributary stream, a peculiarity, however, that is 
amply provided for by its annual inundations, 
when its waters are received into numerous eanals 
and trenches dug for the purpose ? 
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What occasions the ove^Jlowivg of the Nile, 
and when does it take place ^ 

The Nile overflows auiiually in ihe month of 
August, in the higher parts of Egypt where it 
seldom rains, but in the lower parts the overflow is 
less perceptible and less necessary, because there 
it frequently rains. Owing to the intense heat of 
the sun s rays when near the tropic of Cancer, a 
vast accumulation of vapor is generated in Abys- 
aiiis, and this being condensed into the form of 
rain, falls heavily, and by flowing into the Nile, 
greatly augments it. In the beginning of June 
the rivers are all full, and continue so while the 
sun remains stationary. This excessive rain which 
would sweep off the whole of Egypt into the sea 
were it continued without intermission, begins to 
abate as the sun returns southward. If the river 
do not rise to a certain height, the land becomes 
arid and unproductive, and famine necessarily pre- 
vails. This river is called by the Orientals " The 
Blessed,*' because of the fruitfulness it occasions 
to the country; and the Egyptians still retain a 
religious veneration for the Nile, calling it '' holy> 
blessed, and sacred," and on the appearance of the 
waters in the canals, mothers are seen plunging 
their children into the stream, from a firm belief 
that it has a purifying and divine nature. 
Does this overflow suffice to preserve i^egetation 
during the whole of the year F 

Here agaip one must admire the contrivance 
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of a wise providence, for, although the ground ab- 
sorbs a great quantity of moisture, the intense heat 
of the sun produces a considerable evaporation 
during the day, so that the earth would soon be- 
come dry and parched did not the moisture thus 
exhaled descend again in fertilizing dews at 
night; but, independent of this evaporation, the 
cool atmosphere after sun-set, as it sweeps over the 
heated surface, becomes condensed and thus aug- 
ments the dew, and invigorates the vegetation. 

What were the other plagues of Egypt ? 

The river brought forth frogs in such abundance 
that thev crawled forth into the houses and even 
infested the ovens. 

The dust of the earth became lice on man and 
beast, which so corroded the bodies of the Egyp- 
tians as to threaten their annihilation. Swarms of 
flies covered the land and filled the habitations — 
A grievous disease among the cattle. Then men 
and beasts were afflicted with sore boils and blains, 
which in many cases proved mortal. A tremen- 
dous storm of hail, accompanied by an extraordi- 
nary and awful display of thunder and ligliining, 

so as wholly to destroy vegetation, and conse- 
quently ruin the produce of the earth. Terrific 
swarms of locusts that eat up every particle of her- 
bage left by the hail literally darkened the land by 
their numbers — a supernatural darkness — "a 
darkness that could be felt," which impeded respi- 
ration and prevented one person from distinguish- 



HOLY SCRIPTURES. 45 

ing another : these were the plagues with which 
the Lord in his 6erce anger humbled the Egyp- 
tians. 

Did not these calamines subdue the unprecedented 
hardness of Pharaoh* s heart ? 

The human heart is the same in all ages, and 
although at every successive visitation, Pharaoh in- 
treated the interference of Moses and Auron, yet as 
soon as the inconvenience was removed, Pharaoh's 
heart returned to its original hardness and impeni- 
tence, for the Almighty, by the withdrawal of his 
grace, left Pharaoh to himself and to his own 
natural corruption, by which it was said, *' God 
hardened his heart," so that he positively refused 
to grant the request of the Israelites, or to obey 
the divine command, and even threatened Moses if 
he dared to renew his importunities. 

Did Moses succumb to this threat F 
Certainly not ! The messenger of the most 
High must not hesitate to declare his whole coun- 
sel; and Moses, nothing daunted, and knowing 
that God*s wrath would be further kindled, told the 
haughty monarch that not only should he be com- 
pelled to allow the departure of the Hebrews, but 
that he and the principal of his subjects should 
entreat them to hasten it. 

How was this accomplished F 
By the last and most heart-rending display of 
the Almighty 8 just displeasure, this was no other 
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than the death of the first-born in every house, 
thereby destroying the hope and pride of every 
noble family, causing lamentation and mourninir, 
and by the peculiarity of this punishment coires- 
ponding to the crime and cruelty inflicted ou the 
children of the Hebrews, in attempting- to exter- 
minate their race previously to the birth of Moses. 

Were not the Israelites fellow sufferers for the 
time being, as occupiers of the same land ? 

Not the least remarkable part of these miracles 
was the exemption of the Israelites from all par- 
ticipation in such sufferings ; for not only did the 
water retain its original taste to them, but they 
were free from the attacks of disease and insects, 
and were favoured with light in their dwellings 
when all around was darkness. All these things 
conveyed a most encouraging and gratifying as- 
surance to the people of that and of all after ages, 
that they who put their trust in the Lord shall 
want no good thing, but thai in six troubles He 
will be with them, and in the seventh He will not 
forsake them. 

What remarkable observances were instituted to 
commemorate their exemption from the last and 
most terrible display of the Almighty's power P 

That of the Passover, a feast or festival deriving its 
name from Pascha, signifying " Passage," because 
on that night God having in mercy spared or passed 
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by the Hebrews, struck all the first-born of Egypt 
with death, thereby destroying the hopes of every 
family in this populous kingdom, from the king 
upon the throne to the captive in the dungeon. 
Upon this occasion, a great and woful lamentation 
arose, and the memorial of this event is still signi- 
fied by the practice \vhich at this day exists in 
those nations, of uttering loud shrieks and lamen- 
tations for the dead. 

Describe the Passover^ 

A lamb of the first year, without blemish, was 
to be sacrificed for each familv, and the blood 
sprinkled upon the doorposts of the houses, beau- 
tifully tvpifyiiig that the way of salvation for suc- 
ceeding ages must be through the sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot; they were also com- 
manded to eat the flesh, accompanied by bitter 
herbs and unleavened bread, which was designed to 
remind ihem of their bitter and severe bondage in 
the land ol Egypt, convening also a spiritual 
meaning to christians who are enjoined to feed on 
Him in their hearts by faith with thanksgiving, not 
with the Leaven of nialice and wiikedness, but 
with the unleaventd bread of sincerity and truth, 
'* because Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us," 
so that the bitter herbs may be emblemaiical of the 
godly sorrow, deep repentance, self-denial, and 
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mortified passions which should characterize (he 
worthy recipient of the body and blood of Christ. 
The roasting of the lamb by fire might be inten- 
ded to represent the excruciating sufferings endured 
by Christ in ** bearing our sins and carrying our 
sorrows," fire being an emblem of Divine wrath on 
impenitent sinners and of the excess of human 
suflTering whether mental or bodily ; but the desiyu 
of thus roasting the lamb, its head, legs, and pur- 
tenance thereof, was to prevent the possibility of 
the Hebrews falling into the practices o( the Hea- 
thens, who applied the use of these parts to ihe 
purposes of their false divinations. 

By what other name was the /east designated ^ 

•• The Feast;" or, " The days of unleavened 
bread," because it was unlawful to eat any other 
bread during the seven days the feast lasted ; and it 
was enjoined that the last of the seven should be 
kept holy to the J^ord ; a custom they were com- 
manded to teach to their children, so that the re- 
membrance ot their great deliverance might be 
perpetuated from generation to generation ; and 
notwithstanding the dispersion of the Jews, the 
custom of cleaning their houses and vessels from 
any remains of leaven on the anniversary of the 
Passover, is still inviolably observed. 
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What was (he direction pursued by the Itraelites 
on their leaving Egypt ? 
Bv ihe direction of Moses t he v assembled firet 
at Rameses, the chief city of Goshen, and being 
there collected they set forth to go out of Egypt 
in one body, and from Rameses they proceeded to 
Snccotii, where they first pitched their tents, and 
from thence to Eiham, and from Etham to the 
shores of the Red Sea. This route is followed by 
the Caravans j>roceeding with the Mahomedaa 
Pilgrims for the city of Mecca. 

What are Caravans P 

A Caravan is an assemblage of travellers, partly 
pilgrims and partly merchants, who collect together 
iu order to consolidate a sufficient force to protect 
them in travelling through the hideous wilds and 
burning deserts over which they are constrained to 
pass for commercial and other purposes. These 
wilds being infested by prodigious bands of rob- 
bers, it is indispensible for safety to travel in num- 
bers. A Caravan cannot depart without permission 
of the prince in whose dominions it is formed, and 
this permission is conveyed in a written document, 
an exact statement of the number of men and ani- 
mals about to travel being specified in the licence, 
and several officers are appointed whose duty it is 
to preside over dififerent departments to preserve 
order and regularity during the journey. 
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if All/ miraculotts manifestation of the Almighty 9 
presence accompanied them for their guidance 
and protection F 

During the day they were attended by a cloud 
in tlie form of a ]>illar, based upon the earth, and 
of sufficient dimensions lo form an impenetrable 
safeguard from their enemies, vvhen instead of a 
leader it became a barrier between the camps of 
the Egyptians »nd the Israelites. On the a])proach 
of night this jillar assumed a luminous appearance; 
thus figuratively representing the fulfilment of a 
promise verified in all ages to the true worshippers 
of Jehovah, •* I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee. • 

Were not other benefits derived from the presence 
of the pillar of a clond i>y day, and the pillar 
of fire by night P 

Yes; the children of Israel might be said to 
abide linder the shadow of the Almighty, when in 
the day time the cloud protected them from the 
heat of the sun uhich \sas very oppressive, and 
the pillar of fire afforded a warmth during the 
chilling hours of night peculiarly acceptable in a 
couniry where such extremes of heat and cold 
were experieuctd in the i\Neniy-four hruis, uhich 
may serve as an apt illustration of that remarkable 
passuge in the cxxi P&alm, ** The sun shall not 
smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
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Were they permitted to pursue their journey ^ 

unmolested? 

No ; when Pharaoh perceived that it was not 
their intention to return after accomplishing the 
three days' jonniey previously solicited, he made 
basty but very extensive preparations for pursuing 
them, consisting of chariots and horses, with his 
whole army, and came within sight of the Israelites 
as they were encamping by the Red Sea. 

Did not the Israelites, in this dreadful crisis, 
trust in the " outstretched arm** that had 
hitherto protected them? 

Their first impulse was to cry unto the Lord, 
not in faith and confidence, but with murmurings 
and complaints; their next was to reproach 
their leader as the cause of this new calamity, de- 
daring their preference fur bondage and security 
in Egypt, rather than suffer so much in the attain- 
ment of a country which, on their arrival, would have 
afforded ample compensation for all the trials they 
might have undergone on their journey thither. 

How were they rescued from their perilous 

position ? 

By one of the most astonishing miracles on re- 
cord. The Red Sea stretches from north to south, 
and the part that intercepted the progress of the 
Children of Israel is now called the Gulf of Suez, 
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being an arm of the sea approaching the isihinus 
of that name. The Almighty employed the 
agency of a strong east wind, to drive back the 
waters so that his chosen people might pass over on 
dry landj and thus elude the pursuit of their ene- 
mies. 

Could not the Egyptians avail ihemselves of the 

same passage F 

With all the hardihood of wickedness they pre- 
sumptuously made the attempt, and flushed with 
the prospect of easy victory, and blind to their 
fate, they rushed with impetuosity into the chasm 

and were permitted nearly to overtake the Israelites, 
when the waters returned with such irresistible 

force, as utterly to destroy every vestige of that 

proud monarch and his gorgeous nobility arrayed 

in all the paraphernalia of ro\alty. 

What effect had this signal deliverance on the 
minds of the Israelites P 

They simultaneously burst forth into a song of 
praise and thanksgiving descriptive of the event, 
in which they acknowledged the might, mnjestv, 
and dominion of Jehovah, whose powerful aid had 
been extended to guard them from impending de- 
struction and restore them to liberty and safety. 
The women also testified their gratitude by play- 
ing upon timbrels, and dancing to their melody iu 
the fulness of pious rejoicing. 
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If'as this a customary method of evincing gratitude 
among the nations of the East F 

The Hebrews had a strong inclination for music 
both vocal and instrumental, and were accustomed , 
to express all extraordinary emotions, wlu-iher 
joyous or mournful, public or private, through ihe 
medium of those spontaneous effusions, of which 
the roval Psalmist furnishes so beautiful and sub- 
lime an illustration. Respecting their musical in- 
struments little authentic information can be ob- 
tained. 

What was the next trial to which they were 

exposed? 

Having journeyed three days into the wilderness 
towards Mount Sinai, unprovided with water ex- 
cepting any small portion they might carry with 
them, they were at length rejoiced by the sight of 
a cooling stream, near which they proceeded to en- 
camp, but the water proving bitter and unwhole- 
some (on which account it was called " Marah*'or 
bitter) they forgot their late deliverance and mur- 
mured against Moses, who, however, on this as on 
other occasions, adopted the more reasonable mode 
of procedure, namely, tl^at of petitioning the Al- 
mighty to remedy this gfeat privation. 



c 3 
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How was it effected ? 
By another iniiade ; for although Moses was in- 
structed to cast a certain kind of wood into the 
waters, to counteract the bitterness, we cannot 
suppose their sweetness was caused by any medi- 
cinal properly contained in the tree but that it was the 
appointed means, the method of God's operation, 
and merciful interfeience, who is usually pleased 
to employ visible agency in the accomplishment of 
his designs. 

What was their next destination of note P 

Their next destination was Elim, one o( those 
" oases" or fertile spots in the desert, so truly ex- 
hilirating to the weary traveller when the last 
flickering of " hope deferred*' is about to be ex- 
tinguished by the cold blasts of despair. Elim 
contained twelve wells of water, and seventy palm 
trees, the former affording a plentiful supply of 
water, and the latter confen'iDg,not only a pleasant 
and shady retreat, but yielding an abundance of 
agreeable fruit. 

Describe the palm tree* 
The palm tree bears a fruit called the ** dale," 
growing beloiy the leaves in clusters, of a sweet 
and agreeable; taste ; it also produces a sort of houey 
little inferior to common honey. A description of 
wine is also drawn from it, much used in the east. 
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Frjui the root of the same tree a number of suck- 
ers rise, which form u kind of forest from their 
spreading upwards. The palm tree produces its 
haves at the top of itsiruuk< which hang round in 
curls, and their extremities fall towards the earth; 
ihey are long, double, and narrow, and the flowers 
adhering by a very small stem have a graceful 
a])pearance. 

What occurred after their departure from Elim P 

The whole congregation arrived ai the wilder- 
ness of Sin, situated between Elim and Mount 
Sinai, where their slock of provisions being ex- 
hausted, and surrounded by steiiliiy, they again 
forgot the stupendous miracles by which they had 
been preserved, and looking only to natural causes, 
saw no probability of a release from hunger and 
starvation, upon which they indulged in unbounded 
complaints and unreasonable invective against iheir 
leader. 

How was they supplied in this emergency P 

Moses again assumed the office of mediator, and 
received a promise on behalf of the Israi liles of a 
sufliciency of food, with such restrictions as should 
testify their daily dependence on the Giver of all 
good. The articles of food were to consist of 
" manna and quails," the former a substitute for 
1)TeMly and the latter lor the " flesh pots*' of Egypt, 
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the loss of which they regretted in terms of ingrft- 
titude and reproach. 

What was manna ? 

It was undoubted] V a new creation for the ex- 
chisive use of the Israelites; for the exclamation, 
" This is manna !" receives a direct contradiction 
from the sentence immediately following, " For 
they wist (or knew) not what it was/* The most 
probable opinion, therefore, is that it is derived 
from the word ** Manah," which signifies gift, or 
portion, and may be read, '' this is the promised 
supply;'* a supposition further confirmed hy 
Moses: ** This is the bread which the Lord bath 
given you to eat.'* 

What did it resembie ? 

It was described as " a little grain, white, like 
hoar frost, round, and of the size of the coriander 
seed ; and the taste of it like wafers made of honey.*' 
It fell every morning with the dew, and when the 
dew was exhaled by the heat of the sun, the man- 
na appeared and remained unmelted long enough 
for the Israelites to collect a sufficient quantity for 
their daily use ; and this continued for the whole 
period of forty years, during their journey, and 
sufficed for the sustenance of the entire multitude 
of above a million of souls. For each man there 
was tbeproTision of an omer or two quarts, and for 
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the rest of each family in proportion ; a precau- 
tionary measure which prevented the stronger from 
making encroachments on the weaker; and its jia- 
bility to corruption deharred the avaricious from 
obtaining a more plentiful supply than was requisite 
fur daily consumption. 

Is there not a substance bearing the same name 
and descending in the same manner in many 
countries both of Europe and Asia »* 

No ; that which in these days is called Manna, 
and which is produced in Arabia, Poland, Calabria, 
and other places, is merely a sort of honey found 
at certain seasons upon the leaves of trees or on 
the surface of rocks: but the Manna with which 
God fed the Israelites was sent as neither the fathers 
in the davs of Moses nor those before him knew. ♦ 
On which account a pot of it was ordered to be 
kept in the Ark, miraculously preserved that what 
had not been previously known and could not after- 
wards be met with, might thus be seen as the only 
thing of its kind, l>pifying that bread from 
Heaven v^hich was given for the life of the world. 

H^'hat is manna which in these days is so called by 

the chemists P 

It is a white and sweet liquor which distils of 
* See Deut. viii, 3, 16. 
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itself, or by incision from the branches of the ^ash' 

tree, and is used only medicinally. 

What are quails P 
A well-known bird, about half the size of the 
partridge, subsisting in great numbers on the 
shores of the Red Sea ; the miracle consisted in 
their being driven not only at the seasons of spring 
and autumn, but at all seasons and upon all days 
for forty years together, towards the camps of the 
Israelites, sufficiently numerous for food for such an 
immense multitude. 

Wliere was the next halting place of the 

Israelites F 

Having proceeded to Rephidim, they were again 
afflicted with scarcity of water, upon which they 
renewed their complaints; but Moses applied 
to the never-failing resource on every emergency, 
and received a promise from Heaven of immediate 
succour ; for, on his being commanded to strike an 
adjacent rock there issued a copious and refreshing 
stream of water. Having now their bodies thus 
invigorated, they were enabled more advantageously 
to contend with a new enemy which here beset 
them. 

What was the nature of the trial which here 

awaited them F 

The Israelites had hitherto pursued their journey 
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unimpeded by any but natural deprivations from 
the want of animal sustenance, but they were now 
opposed by a force that must have proved irresisti- 
ble had not their Divine Protector appeared on be- 
half of his people. This was no other than the 
army of the Amalekites, headed by their chief.- 
They were a people of Arabia Petrea, between Avi- 
lah and Shiir> living, generally, in wandering 
hordes, in caves or tents. Amalek having, doubt- 
less, been informed of the approach of the Israe- 
lites, and fearing their intentions were hostile, 
speedily determined to subdue them, an achieve- 
ment he doubtless considered comparatively easy on 
account of their own superiority in numbers and 
training ; it was natural for the Amalekites to 
conceive that the mighty force about to pass through 
their country had no other motives than those 
arising from hostility, not imagining that the 
coming of the Israelites upon them with no 
hostile intentions might have assuaged their own 
fears and the anger of the Almighty, which had justly 
been excited against them for their previous enor- 
mities and wickedness. 

Whai was the conduct of Moses at this crisis P 

Having chosen Joshua to conduct the contest on 
the part of the Israelites, Moses bearing the mira- 
culous rod, and attended by Aaron and Hurras- 



60 EXPOSITIONS OF THE 

cendcd an eminence where he might behold the 
battle, and pray (or the success of the Israelites, 
who were nliiuiately triumphant. Indeed, so com- 
plete was the extermination of the Amalekites that 
they never afterwards arose to any position of im- 
portance. 

How was their subjection accomplished P 

Moses was divinely informed, that so long as he 
npheld his hands to Heaven the Israelites would 
prevail, and he found that, when from fatigue ol 
that exertion, he let them fall, Amalek prevailed ; 
pointing out to all nations in a maiinia* the most 
significant, that »'0 long as our hands are held up 
to God in the attitude of supplicaiinn or prayer, so 
long will He, if He judge it expedient for us, 
grant us the ol)ject of our supplication. 

Ho to did Moses perpetuate the memory of this 

great triumph ^ 

By building an aliar, and calling it "Jehovah 

nissi," or *' God is my ensign or banner," for the 

hands and the rod of Moses were the banner under 

which the Israelites fought ; atid from hence it is 

probable that banners and standards in contending 
armies took their origin. 

Who was Joshua, and what does his name import? 

Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, 

was first called Oshea, wbich signifies *' saved.*' 
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but afterwards Moses, doubtless, from prophetic 
reasons, called him Joshua (Yehoshua.) which 
signifies " he shall save," with reference to his 
being the chosen instrument for saving the people 
from the hands of their enemies. He was held by 
Moses in the hig:hest esteem. 



■o' 



If ho paid a friendly visit to Moses at (his 

period P 

Jeihro, his father-in-law, who resided at Midian, 
a city of Arabia, who hearing of the vicinity of 
Moses, embraced the opportunity of visiting him, 
for the purpose, perhaj^s, of taking a final farewell 
of one whose destiny was so remarkably under the 
control of the Most High. 

What important suggestion did he offer for the 
futuie government of the Children of Israel? 

All grievances had hitherto been redressed by 
the personal interference of Moses, whose jnd}^- 
ment as the delegate of Heaven, was regarded by 
them as infallible. Jethro purposed to diminish 
the fatigue of this onerous duty, by the appoint- 
ment of subordinate officers of renowned piety and 
unblemished reputation, who were deputed to 
settle all minor differences; while those of greater 
importance were referred, as usual, to the sole arbi- 
tration of Moses. 
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Where did they encamp after leaving Rephidim P 

Having entered the desert of Sinai, they en- 
camped at the base of the mountain of that name; 
here Moses, acting under the influence of inspi- 
ration, ascended the mountain where the Almighty 
deigned to hold familiar ^onve^se with his servant, 
and after rehearsing his signal services to the 
people, in delivering them from the Egyptians, 
made Moses the medium of communicating his 
will respecting their future conduct, ratifying the 
promise previously inadoi that they, as a nation, 
should be selected from all others as his " peculiar 
treasure" and " chosen people." 

What followed ? 

The people having been prepared by abstinence 
and cleanliness, for some extraordinary manifesta- 
tion of the more immediate presence of Jehovah, 
waited with anxious suspense its realization, not 
daring to transgress the prescribed bounds. But 
the terriBc grandeur that announced the approach 
of Deity, no language can depict nor imagination 
conceive. Loud peals of thunder that seemed to 
shake to its foundation this lofty eminence, whose 
craggy and precipitous sides rendered it at all 
times the most conspicuous object in the country, 
now illumined by repeated and vivid flashes of 
lightning, anon enveloped by clouds of darkness ; 
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the sammit appearing like a dreadfal furnace, the 
smoke of which ascended to Heaven. These com* 
bined horrors seemed to threaten annihilation to 
the beholderSj so that they trembled exceedingly 
and were deeply impressed with a sense of the 
Divine presence. 

Whai important lesson may be learnt from the 
preceding paragraph F 

From it we may be taught the iniquity of going 
into the house of God, the place of his more im- 
mediate presence* in a hasty or disorderly manner, 
with our minds distracted by worldly cares or in- 
tent upon any sensual gratification ; and that it is 
our duty as well as privilege, to prepare ourselves 
for the benefits to be derived from a participation 
in the services of the sanctuary by meditation 
and prayer. Also the necessity that exists for a 
minute attention to external cleanliness as an em- 
blem of the purity within. 

JVkat is the present aspect of this mountain so 
interesting and sublime P 

Mount Sinai is described by modern travellers 
as a granite rock, standing on a kind of peninsula, 
formed by the two arms of the Red Sea ; one ex- 
tending east called the Gulph of Elan, and the 
other extending north called the Gulph of Kolsam ;. 
designated by the Arabs Jebel-Mousa, or the 
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Mount of Moses. It is 266 miles from Cairo 
and is considerably elevated above the rest of the 
country, and very difficult of access, owing to the 
craggy nature of the road in its immediate \icinity. 
At the extremity of the plain appear two high 
mountains, the one Sinai, the other Horeb ; they 
are of very steep ascent, and do not stand upon 
much ground in proportion to their extraordinary 
lieight. Sinai is at least one third higher than the 
other terminating in an uneven space, capable of 
containing about sixty persons. It is remarkable 
that Horeb stands west of Sinai, so that at sunrise 
the shadow of Sinai covers it: 

Thus Horeb hidden by the lengthen'd shade, 
Of Sinai's Mount, from morn's effulgent beam 
Stands forth conspicuous when meridian light 
Spreads universal lustre o'er the scene, 
So pagan darkness to the cheering dawn 
Of revelation yields ; whose gradual sway 
Shines more and more unto the perfect day. 

What were those tremendous and magnificent 
iokens of Jehovah's presence intended to precede P 

The minds of the people having been thus 
solemnized and prepared for some extraordinary 
announcement, the voice of God was distinctly 
heard by the whole congregation in the delivery oi 
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the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments; which majr 
be considered as the grand outline of the holy 
law of God, and constitute what is usually called 
the moral law, to distinguish it froiir other injunc- 
tions of the Mosaic dispensation. These are an 
epitome of the whole duty of man, bearing refe- 
rence to the thoughts and intents of the heart, as 
well as to outward observances, and may be briefly 
summed up' in the words of our Saviour, " Thou 
shah love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
thy neighbour as thyself, for on these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets.'* 

Do not thejirst and second commandments imply 
a predisposition in the human heart to idolatry P 

Mankind have, in all ages, required some object 
of religious worship ; for a sense of dependence 
on a superior power seems an inherent quality of 
our nature, and the frequent revelations of God to 
man in the patriarchal days placed it beyond a 
doubt, that the Supreme Ruler was the proper ob- 
ject of adoration, and this great duty was inculca- 
ted through successive generations. But when 
mankind multiplied and were dispersed after the 
patriarchal ages the true impressions of their re- 
ligion gradually weakened, and prone as all were 
to sensible objects of worship, idolatry made 

d2 
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great advances, and many whose hearts were har- 
dened by frequent indulgence in the sinful propen- 
sities of human nature, who, having no sympathy 
with the holiness and perfections of Jehovah, be- 
came apostates from the true faith, and instituted the 
spurious inventions of their own distoried and un- 
holy imaginations, and this was peculiarly the case 
with the Egyptians, against whose idolatrous prac- 
tices the reiterated admonitinns contained in (he 
commandments, seemed absnhiiely necessary, lest 
the unwary might be led into the commission of 
a crime so detestable in the eyes of a jealous God. 

What species of idolatry was most general P 

Idolatry is generally supposed to have existed 
before the flood, for the expression. " All flesh had 
corrupted its way," seems to have included impiety 
of worship, us well as other infamous practices. 
Doubtless, the first objects of idolatrous worship 
were the sun, moon, and stars. The sun as th« 
fertilizer of the earth and the source of earthly 
blessings ; the moon and the stars as the dispensers 
of light iu the absence of the sun. Tiie heathen 
nations had idols of all kinds of materials, as gold, 
silver, brass, stone, wood, and earth, stars, spirits, 
men, animals, rivers, plants, and elements. The 
idols of the Egyptians were mostly figures of mon- 
ster animals, compounded of men and animals, of 
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oxen, ravens, serpents, insects, and even the herbs 
in their gardens received divine honours. It is a 
matter of history that the ancient Gauls and Ger- 
luans worshipped timber, fire, animals, the. sun, 
moon, and stars, flowers, plants, trees, and foun- 
tains, and by their introduction the same prevailed 
tiinungst the ancient inhabitants of Great Baitain, 
who reverenced the mistletoe and the oak, and wor- 
shipped rocks, stones, and fountains. 

Have not the days of the week an idolatrous 

origin F 

Thev are derived from the names of seven idols 
worshipped by the Saxons, a people from Germany, 
who succeeded the Romans in the conquest o^ 
}3riiain. On Sunday they paid divine honours to 
the sun, on Monday to the moon, on Tuesday they 
worshipped Tuesco, an idol whom they supposed 
to have been their first ruler, on Wednesday the 
god of war called Wodin, and on Thursday Thor, 
the god of winds and weather, on Friday they wor- 
shipped Friga, the goddess of love, peace, and 
plenty, imd on Saturday the god of freedom called 
Seater; thus the days of the week were -called by 
theSaxons,Sun*s-daeg,Moon*s-daeg,Tuesco's-daeg, 
Wodin's-daeg, ThorVdaeg, Friga s-daeg, and Sea- 
ter*s-daeg. 
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What is implied in the third eommandmeiU F 

It prohibits not only all false swearing, but 
swearing upon all common and ordinary occasions. 
From the records of the Old Testament, from the 
words, and from the examples of Christ and his 
Apostles, and from the testimony of the christian 
church, we conclude that consistently with the let- 
ter and spirit of the gospel, an oath may be taken 
when a cause of faith and charity requireth it, so it 
be done according to the prophet's teaching, "in 
justice, judgment, and truth. Oaths when ne- 
cessary for the ends of justice, and the maintenance 
of truth, may be taken ; and these ends must be 
religiously and scrupulously observed, namely, 
that God may be gloriBed, our duty discharged, 
controversies appeased, our brethren satisfied, and 
our own or other's innocency established. 

What is comprehended in the fourth command' 

ment ? 

The sabbath, which signifies a rest from all la- 
bour, was originally instituted in remembrance of 
the completion of the work of creation and was 
doubtless.observed by all who feared God until the 
time that the Israelites were in bondage in Egypt, 
vben it was either neglected or they were forced by 
their cruel taskmasters to work on that day. On 
their jpuroey through the wilderness the sabbath 
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wad practically enforced by the couimand that they 
should gather on the previous day sufficient inaiina 
for the sustenance of two days, so that it might 
again become to them a day of rest. On this oc- 
casion God miraculously preserved from corruption 
the food that at other times became corrupt and 
putrid after twenty-four hours keeping. 

Upon the delivery of the law it was more par- 
ticularly and sacredly enjoined as well from being 
so conducive to the welfare of the animal creation as 
to that of man. Christians are bound to regard it as a 
precious privilege, that one day in the seven is set 
apart for the abandonment of all secular affairs, and 
to be spent in preparation for, and to be observed as a 
type of, that everlasting rest of which all must hope 
to become partakers at last. 

Whjf do christians hallow the first day of the 
week instead of the seventh ? 

The law being a shadow of things to come, at 
the resurrection of Christ old things had passed 
away, and a new dispensation was established ; and 
as one day in the seven was to be kept holy, the 
primitive church set apart that on which was com« 
pleted the grand work of redemption, the resurrec- 
tion of Christ from the grave. The first day of 
the week has, therefore, since been characteristic of 
Christianity, while the Jews who, nationally re- 
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I, Still adhere to the- ancient 
the seventh. 

fiftk commandment teach F 

enjoins obedience to parental 
plies that the conduct of parents 

to demand the reverence and 
of their children. *' Children 
om the Lord/' and to adopt 

conducive to their growth 
mount duty of those to whom ia 
tant trust, and in return for all 
idergone and suffered and done 

they are hereby required to 
ence, respect, gratitude, and af- 
stitute what is termed theirs/ 

'ised in the second Table F 

Qmandment we are forbidden to 
' the life of our fellow creature, 
, neither the quibbles of law nor 
irroneous custom, can exonerate 
rectly or indirectly, wilfully oc- 
r another. 

hibits not only the actual com- 
e of adultery, but every thought, 
t immoral or indelicate tendency 
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wbereby oar own or the purity of others may be 
endaugered. 

The eighth forbids, either the appropriation of 
our neighbour s property, or taking advantage of 
the ignorance of others, to contribute to our own 
aggrandizement. The ninth forbids all evil speaking 
slandering, false-statements, or hurtful insinuations^ 
whereby the character or worldly interests of a fel« 
low creature may be injured; and the tenth warns 
us particularly against the indulgence of any feel- 
ings of dissatisfaction at the position we hold in 
the great scale of society, for each individual fills 
an allotted station as important in itself, as the 
hand, the foot, the eye, or any other member, 
that contribute to the perfect formation of the 
human body. 

How did the people receive these commandments? 

They were so terror-stricken during their de- 
livery, owing to the continuance of those awful 
displays of God's presence, that they removed in 
fear and trepidation to a distance, entreating Moses 
to become the medium of all further communica- 
tion between them and their Maker, in which re- 
quest we detect more of the dread of immediate 
vengeance for the sinfulness that reigned in their 
hearts, and of which their subsequent history gave 
ample testimony, than the salutary fear of God 
'* that worketh repentance, not to be repented of/' 
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IVas their petition granted ? 

Yes, Moses having endeavoured to convince 
them that it was the Lord s intention lo impress on 
their minds an indelible assurance of his existence 
by his having talked with ihem from heaven under 
circumstances that convinced them that there was 
no delusion, directions were given for a an i table 
altar, whereon to offer acceptable sacrifices for sin 
and peace offerings, of reconciliation with God, and 
He who dwelleth not in temples made with hands 
promised to manifest himself whenever these com- 
mands were obe}ed. Then follows a sort of para- 
phrase on the ten commandments being unore 
concise directions respecting the social and relative 
duties, and particularizing several things that on a 
cursory view might not appear to have been in- 
cluded, but which all bore reference to the obvious 
duty of doing to others as they wished that others 
should do unto them. 

What was the nature of the promise given at this 

period F 

That of an angel who should precede them to 
their destination, as being less terrible to their im- 
aginations, than the presence of God himself as 
manifested on Sinai. The promise was also accom- 
panied by an assurance that they should be exempt 
from the ills of the flesh, so that no corporeal weak- 
ness might incapacitate them from advantageously 
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attacking the numerous enemies, who would na- 
turally oppose their advances; and that in every 
contest they should come off victorious, so long as 
they trusted in the power of God, and obeyed his 
commandments. 

How were the people made acquainted with these 

things. 

Moses having rehearsed all these things in the 
ears of the people, proceeded to write them down in • 
the form of a covenant or an agreement which 
being ratified by the unanimous consent of the 
people, be built an altar and twelve pillars, repre- 
sentations of the twelve tribes;, and as a memento 
of these treaties, sacrifices for siu were then ofiered 
by youBg men chosen for the purpose. 

fVhy were sacrifices instituted P 

As a means of salvation. The primogenitor of the 
human race, having fallen from the original purity 
in which he was created and thereby entailed upon 
his descendants the guilt of that disobedience; 
mankind were unable to fulfil the requirements of 
the Holy Law of God, and to appease the anger of 
a justly offended Deity. It therefore becanve ne- 
cessary to provide a substitute who should make a 
perfect satisfaction for the sins of the whole world ; 
for as by one man sin entered into the world, so by 



74 EXPOSITIONS OF THE 

the obedience of one, many were made righteous. 
The promise of a Saviour having been given im- 
mediately after the fall of Adam, who should by the 
one oblation of himself, make atonement for trans- 
gression ; propitiatory sacrifices Were instituted 
significant of that great event, and all who availed 
themselves of that way of sahation, were made heirs 
of the inheritance reserved for the people of God. 

What remarkable occurrence next took place on 

Sinai P 

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and ^ev^nty 
of the elders of Israel, went up into the Mourn and 
were favoured with visions of such dazzling VMLg^ 
nificence and celestial brightness as to induce a 
belief that what they beheld were the immediate 
emanations of divine glory, but Moses was called to 
enjoy still closer communion with God himself, 
being permitted to enter the cloud that over- 
shadowed the Mount where he abode forty days 
and forty nights, without sustenance, receiving 
revelations for the future guidance of the people. 

What important eveniin the hittory of Israelis 
recorded, during the absence of Motes P 

A most awful disregard to the express commands 
of God, who, so explicitly and repeatedly prohibited 
the worship of idols as most hateful in his sight* 
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Aaron Ueing solicited by the people to make a 
representation of Deity, and fearing the conse- 
quence ofarefusalf yielded to their importunities, 
and made from the golden ornaments, voluntarily 
offered for that purpose, the figure of an animal 
resembling a calf or a young ok* 

Why did tfufy choose so exiraardinary a ssmiU" 

tuds? 
This W8S» in all probability an exact resemblanjv 
of the famous Egyptian God, Apis, who was wor- 
shiped under the form of an ox, which the Israelites 
during their captivity had many opportunities of 
observing, was practised in Egypt. Aaron did not 
intend to supersede the worship of God, but in 
fear yielded to the remonstrances and threatenings 
of the people, Ex. xxxii. 21. 

Did the Israelites pay divine honours to the 

molten image P 

They professed to consider it, merely as a 
symbol of the Divine presence, for they offered sac- 
rifices and peace-offerings to it on a day specially 
devoted to the Lord, but they were not the less 
culpable on that account, having been expressly 
forbidden to make the likeness of any thing for the 
purpose or object of di\iue worship. Fearful, in- 
deed, were the consequences of such a gross 
violation of duty, for Moses having received from 
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the Lord an intimation of these proceedings, 
descended from the mount, and seeing their impious 
conduct, was so inflamed at their idolatry, and 
with zeal for the glory of God, that he broke the 
Tables of the Law, to signify that they had broken 
the covenant of God, and the Laws of their Maker 
and were now objects of divine vengeance. Then 
taking a conspicuous situation he called upon all 
those who were upon the Lord's side, to arrange 
themselves under his direction. This call was re- 
sponded to by the tribe of Levi, who immediately 
commenced an indiscriminate slaughter of the 
idolators, of whom three thousand fell a sacrifice to 
their disobedience in one day. Moses then re- 
sumed his intercessory office for the remainder, and 
received a renewal of the covenant that had been 
broken, the Tables of the Law were renewed and 
particular directions given for the celebration of the 
Sabbath. 

JVhat particular inslructions did Moses receive 
while sojourning in the Mount ^ 

Very elaborate directions relative to the construc- 
tion of a tabernacle or portable tent in which all re- 
ligious ceremonies were to be performed during the 
wanderings of the children of Israel, it was of an 
oblong form made of a durable kind of wood fifteen 
yards in lengthy five in breadth and height, and was 
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divided iniutwu, parts, the Hrst called the snncUnn, 
or holy plaoe, ten yards lung and iivc widc^ in which 
were placed the table of bhcw breads the golden 
candlestick and altar of incense. The second part 
was the most holy sanctuary or sancinm sanctorum, 
five yards in length and breadth, in \Nhich was 
placed the ark of the covenant. The sanctuary 
was divided from the sanctum by a curtain or veil, 
▼ery rich and substantial, which hung on five 
pillars of wood coveted with gold. The sanctum 
was ^also closed in front by a veil hung on five pil- 
lars, and covered in like mnuner with plates of 
gold. On the sides were fixed seven rings through 
which were passed wooden poles to enable them to 
carry it from one place to another. The taber- 
nacle had no window but was covered with a curtain 
of splendid colours and exquisite texture, over 
which were others made of goat's hair to keep out 
the wet and to preserve the under ones from injury, 
these again being covered by sheepskins dyed red 
and bine. In the court surrounding the taber- 
nacle stood the brazen laver in whick the priests 
performed their ablutions when they went to ofier 
sacrifices. Opposite the entrance stood the altar 
for burnt offerings ; the laity brought their oflfering 
to the altar where they were killed, skinned, and 
offered to the Lord, according to their several rites 

E 3 
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and ceremonies. The priests entered every morn- 
ing to offer sacrifices and to extinguish the lights 
and re-entered in the evening to light them again : 
morning and evening they offered a lamh for a 
burnt offering on the brazen altar. 

What were the •' shew bread,'* and " the ark of 
the covenant '* or *' testimony P " 
Shew bread means the loaves of bread placed 
upon the golden table of the sanctum before the 
Lord every sabbath day ; in form they were square 
and in number twelve, answering to the twelve 
tribes of Israel, and were renewed every sabbath ; 
those that had been exposed during the week being 
removed by the priests, who alone were permitted 
to eat them. The use of the shew bread is more dif- 
ficult to be ascertained than any other emblem of ihe 
Jewish economy. "Ark," signifies a coffer or chest 
wherein the Tables of the Law were deposited ; it 
it was of shittim wood, the same as the tabernacle 
with plates of gold, furiy-five Inches long, twenty- 
seven inches wide, and the same in height ; round 
the top was an ornanjental rim of gold resembling 
a crown, and two cherubims were over the cover 
which was pure gold and called the '* mercy seat " 
jecause, there God held communion with his people 
through the medium of the high priest. It had 
wo rings of gold on each side through which were 
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passed staves of wood, and in this manner it was 
conveyed from place to place. 

What did the several farts of the tabernacle 

represent P 

The word sanctuary denotes the most holy place, 
the habitation for the Lord s immediate presence. 
This was intended for a visible pledge and token 
that he was present with his people lo protect, in- 
struct, guide, and govern them, to pardon their sins, 
accept their services, and suj)ply their wants. The 
tabernacle was also a type of the human nature of 
Jesus Christ and of the church of God, which is a 
spiritual house to every true believer, who is an 
habitation of God,through the spirit and of heaven 
where the presence of God is visibly displayed and 
where he dwells among the holy angels and re- 
deemed sinners, accepting their holy worship. 
The ark of the covenant was so called, because it 
contained the Tables of the Law, which were the 
basis of the national covenant, and typified those 
peculiar benefits which belong to the covenant of 
peace ; it was placed in the holy of holies ; bef«)re it 
the blood of the sacrifices was sprinkled, and the in- 
cense bmnt on the day of atonement, and above it 
appeared the visible glory, which was the symbol 
of the divine presence; this was altogether a type 
of Jesus Christ, for through the sprinkling of his 



m EXPOSITIONS OF THE 

blood, and the intercession wjiich as oiur High 
Priest he makes in the Irue holy of hoJies. God 
appears to sinners with mild glory upon the mercy 
seat and accepts the persons and services of true be- 
lievers. After the tabernacle had been constructed 
and the ark of the covenant had been put in the 
most hofy place, the Lord displayed his glory from 
above the mercy seat, between the cherubim, and 
ihence delivered to Moses the rest of the cere- 
monial and judicial law. 

Who were appointed to officiate as priests of the 

taberwach ? 
Sacrifices had hitherto been offered by the heads 
of families, but this practice was now discontinued 
and the sacerdotal office was restricted to the family 
of Aaron, consisiiujr of himself and four sons, from 
which lime ihe office was hereditary, until the time 
of our Saviour. The garments of the high priest are 
described as both glorious and beautiful consisting 
of an ephod,a broidered coat, a breastplate, a mitre, 
a robe, and a girdle. 

Describe them separately ? 

Ephod means to fasten or gird, and the use of it 

was suitable to this signification ; being a kind of 

girdle passing from behind over the neck and 

shoulders and hanging down before crossing the 
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stomach, then being carried round the waist and 
used as a girdle to the tunic, it went twice round the 
body, the extremities hanging in front to the ground ; 
it was composed of gold, blue, purple, crimson, and 
twisted cotton, being a very rich composition, on that 
part which came over the shoulders were two large 
precious stones on which were engraven the napnes 
of the twelve tribes of Israel, six on each stone. 
Where the ephod crossed the breast, was a square 
ornament called the pectora,or breasij)laie, apiece of 
embroidery about ten inches square set with four 
rows of precious stones on each of which was engra- 
ven the name of a tribe of Israel ; it was fastened at 
the four corners, those on tlie top of each shoulder by 
a golden hook and ring at the end of a chain ; those 
below, to the girdle of the ephod by two strings or 
ribbons which had also two rings and hooks; it 
was called the breastplate of judgment, because it 
was worn by the priest when employed in his ju- 
dicial capacity, to deliver the judgment of God to 
the rulers in the congregation. The robe was 
doubtless of one piece woven from the top through- 
out having a hole through which the head was 
paSvsed, thence descending to the ancles; it was 
composed of blue, ornamented round the skirt by 
artificial pomegranates and golden bells alternately. 
The mitre and under robe were of fine linen, the 
latter richly embroidered, the former which resem- 
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bled ihe turbans of tbe east was suriDounted by a 
plate of gald on which was iQ3cribed9 '* Hounxss 
TO THE Lord." 

fVere not the office and vestments of the high 
priest typical of Christ? 
Undoubtedly ; and although the explicitness with 
which the directions were giren may seem surpris- 
tng* yet it is evident that to ensure a perfect whole« 
no part, however insignificant it may appear, hmmc 
be omitted, for Jesus our great antitype was chosen 
of God and precious, in whose person, office, and 
character, all fulness dwelt: and as the name of 
each tribe was engraven on a precious stone, and 
worn on the breast of the high priest — so is every 
one of the spiritual Israel deeply impressed on the 
breast of Him who has said, " Father I will that 
they also whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am," and " not one of them is forgotten 
before God." 

How were materials obtained for building the tab- 
ernacle, and for clothing the priests ? 

We are told that the clothes of the Israelites 
" waxed not old," so that the jewels of silver, jewels 
of gold, and raiment borrowed from the Egyptians 
at the period of their departure from Egypt, added 
to the spoil of the Amalekites after their defeat, 
amply sufficed for those purposes; and the wood 
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emplojed was called ''sbiuin/ of « very d amble 
imture, smooth without kuots and extremely beao* 
tiful, aboanding in the deaena o^ Arabia, resembHug 
the white thorn, but growing sufficiently large to 
afford very long planks. 1 1 is thought to have been 
the black acacia, which is a tree also growing in the 
deserts of Arabia, so hard and solid as to become 
almost incorruptible, eminently calculated there- 
fore for the important use assigned to it in the 
coustruclion of the tabernacle. 

How did the Israelites gain the knowledge requi* 
site for so much elaborate workmanship F 

The restraint put upon their intercourse with the 
Egyptians necessarily precluded the possibility of 
their acquiring this knowledge during the captivity, 
although the Egyptians were expert in all mechan- 
ical arts, but Hb who &pake and it was done, called 
Bezaleel, of the tribe of Judah, and Aholiab of the 
tribe of Dan, and " filled them with the spirit of 
God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, 
and in all manner of workmanship, these were em- 
powered to instruct other wise- hearted men in 
whose heart the Lord had put wisdom," whose 
assistance was required and whose heart stirred them 
up unto the work to do it. Those of the women 
also who were solicitous for the honour of God» 
Were dirinely instructed to further this grand un- 
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dertaking. When all was completed and surveyed 
by Moses» he expressed his approbation and pro- 
nounced a blessing upon the whole* 

What further is related of the children of Israel 
while continuing in the desert of Sinai ? 
The formation of divers laws and regulations 
appertaining to the burnt offering, the meat offering, 
the sin offering, the trespass offering, the consecra- 
tion of the ])riests, and the institution of various 
festivals or holy convocations to be observed period- 
ically after their arrival in the promised land. 

Why were feasts appointed F 
The word translated ** feasts," properly means 
assemblies convened at a])pointed times and places; 
they were instituted to perpetuate the memoiy of 
great events wrought in favour of the people; to 
keep them stedfast in their allegiance to the supreme 
Law-giver, by a frequent view of the ceremonies 
and solemnities of divine worship, and to procure 
them certain pleasures and allowable limes for rest. 
These festivals were accompanied with innocent 
diversions, as well as made snbservient to the pur* 
poses of religious instruction, for in those assemblies 
the law of God was read and explained. 

Which was the most important of these festivals ? 

The first and most ancient was the weekly Sab- 

bath, to commemorate the creation of the world, on 
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which day no work was to be done, unless connec- 
ted with the exercise of charity and humanity. 
The second was that of the passover to remind them 
of that memorable night previous to the departure 
out of Egypt, when the destroying angel passed 
over the houses of the Israelites whose doorposts 
were sprinkled with the blood of the paschal lamb. 
The third was the feast of ** Pentecost," which is 
derived from a Greek word and signifies fiftieth, for 
on the fiftieth day after the passover this feast was 
celebrated to commemorate the delivery of the Jaw 
from Sinai. It was called also the feast of" weeks," 
because seven weeks intervened between the pass- 
over and the pentecosi. On this day they oflfered 
the firstfruits of their wheat harvest which was at 
that time completed, thus obliging them to acknow- 
ledge the Lord's dominion over their country and 
their labours. The fourth was the feast of " taber- 
nacles or tents,*' in memory of their living in tents 
in the wilderness, this feast lasted eight days, the 
first and the last being the most solemn, no servile 
work was permitted during the feast, and particular 
sacrifices were ofifered in the course of it. At this 
time they returned thanks for the fruits of the earth 
then gathered in. 

These festivals being called holy convocations 
necessarily prohibited that disorderly conduct and 
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excessive self mdnlgence, wbkh (oo freqiieiidy 
•characterised the celebmtion of those religious 
institntiom dedicated by the heathen to their gods. 

What were the sabbatical year and the year of 

Jubilee P 
The former was kepi every seventh year at which 
time the land remained uncultivated and even the 
spontaneous produce was suffered to remain un* 
gathered. To obviate any liability to their suffering 
from scarcity, the sixth year yielded a cro]) suffici- 
ently abundant to suffice for three years consump- 
tion. This regulation was calculated to impress 
more forcibly on their minds the obligations of the 
weekly sabbath, as well as to teach them (heir entire 
dependence on the providence of God. The year 
of Jubilee was kept after seven weeks of years or 
every fiftieth year, and was proclaimed by the 
sound of trumpets throughout the land. At this 
period, property sold or exchanged was to revert 
to its original owner or to his heirs, in order that 
the lands of Israel should not be alienated from the 
families, to whom they were assigned by lot, and 
for the obvious reason of preserving the tribes ancl 
consequently their genealogies distinct till the 
coming of the Messiah. Thus, by preventing the 
exorbitant accumulation of wealth to some, and the 
extremity of poverty in others, a brotheriy equality 



HOLY SCRIPTURES. W 

was promoted amongst them reminding ihem at 
the same time that they were not to oppress their 
brethren. 

What other preliminaries were arranged before the 
Israelites resumed their journey F 
About a year had now been passed in the dis- 
trict surrounding Sinai, when Moses and Aaron 
were commanded to assemble the whole congrega- 
tion in order that the number of those qualified to 
engage in war might be accurately ascertained ; 
secondly their genealogies were to be traced, before 
the land of Canaan could be divided among the 
twelve tribes. The tribe of Levi was exempt from 
this census on account of their special appointmeht 
to preside over the tabernacle in superintending its 
removal and all other works connected with it. The 
number of those of twenty years old and upwards, 
was at that time six hundred and three thousand 
five hundred and fifty. 

What was the order of their encampment ^ 

It contisted of four grand divisions disposed in a 
square form, having the tabernacle in the centre,guar- 
ded in its immediate vicinity by the priests, next to 
them the Levites, of whom there were up- 
wards of twenty-three thousand officiating as sub- 
ordinates in holy concerns. Each of the camps 
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had its peculiar banner or standard, with an ap- 
propriate motto inscribed thereon, and as a distin- 
guishing feature earh standard had a figure marked 
upon ii ; that of Judah being a lion, of Reuben a 
man, of Ephraiin an ox, and of Dan an eagle. On 
the first signal for departure the eastern division 
arose, next, those to the southward, then the taber- 
nacle was unfixed, having six tribes in the fiont 
and six in the rear ; at the third alarm those to the 
westward moved, and at the fourth, those on the 
north followed them. 

fVhat was the. symbol of Goiis presence and where 

did it abide, and how were they injormed of 

their halting places F 

On the completion of the tabernacle and its 
sacred furniture, the miraculous cloud rested 
upon the tent of the congregation, *' and when the 
cloud were taken up from over the tabernacle, the 
children of Israel went onward in all their journey?, 
but if the cloud were not taken up, then they journey- 
ed not till the day that it was taken up, for the cloud 
o! the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire 
was on it by night, in the sight of all Israel 
throughout all their journeys." Ex. xl, 36,37,38. 
Were not the people anxious to gain some informa. 

tion respecting the land toward which they were 

travelling. 

They had already been assured that it abounded 
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nvith every requisite for corporeal nourisbmenty bat 
plUciag too Hide reliance on these assurances, they 
requested permission to send spies, or secret agents* 
on whose report as eye-witnesses of the reality they 
might depend J consequently* on their arrival at the 
wilderness of Paran, on the borders of Canaan , 
Moses was permitted to send twelve men, a repre- 
sentative for each tribe who should minutely 
examine the quality of the land, its produce 
and the construction of its cities and fortifi- 
cations. 

Was (heir report a faithful one? 

They accomplished their commission by survey- 
ing the land from south to north in the space of forty 
days, bearing testimony to its fertility and beauty, 
yet insinuating the impossibility of its excellences 
being made available by a description of its impene- 
trable fortresses, and gigantic inhabitants. This 
account so intimidated the people, that notwith- ' 
standing the many perils from which they had been 
rescued on former occasions, they wept and were 
dismayed at the prospect of encountering such 
formidable enemies; and to such an extent did 
their fears overcome their discretion, that some even 
proposed the alternative of a return to Egypt under 
the command of a newly elected leader. 

p 3 
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What tffect had this threat upon iheir conductors? 

Moses and Aaron fell on their faces in honmr 
and amazement at such a gros^i instance uf impiety 
while Joshua and Culf^.b used every argument to 
restore their equanimity but without success for the 
enraged people were about to ''sione them with 
stones/' when the glory of (he Lord appeared in the 
tabernacle as an intimation of bis presence and 
interference. 

Did not summary punishment follow this act of 

rebellion P 

Moses earnestly solicited mercy on behalf of 
this deluded people referring to the previous pro- 
mises ot God without extenuating their guilt and 
received an assurance, that they should be spared 
from immediate destruction but at the same time 
it was solemnly declared that not one of that rebel- 
lious nation should enter the promised land, but 
that they should die in the wilderness and their 
expected inheritance should he reserved for their 
children. Accordingly they were commanded to 
return into the wilderness by the Red Sea, while 
those who had been the prime instigators of this 
dreadful mutiny, '^died by the plague before the 

Lord." 

Did not the Israelites in their retrograde movement 

suffer a repetition of those privations that luid 

formerly afflicted them P 

That generation of Israel being doomed to fall 
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in the wilderness, and to wander in it forty years, 
doubtless a renewal of their former trials awnitcd 
ihem. Many new provocations arose, and various 
judt^iiients were inflicted; union$j; the most remark- 
able, was the rebellion of Korah, Dulhan, and 
Abiran), who, with two hundred and 6liy princes of 
tbe con<;:regation arrogated to themselves an eqnal 
n^ht with Moses and Aaron, to administer the 
riles of the sanctuary, boasting at) equality of holi- 
ness with them. Moses, with all the humility o^^ 
real sanctiiv, left the matter to the arbitration 
nf the Judge of nil the earth, which ended in 
the awful death of Korah and his associates, 
whose presutnption and its consequences afToided 
a wholesome lesson to the survivors. 

At what period of iheir wanderings did Aaron die '^ 

Aaron was commanded by tbe Lord to go up into 
mount Hor, on tbe borders of Edom, where be 
died in the hundred and twenty- third year of his 
age, and the fortieth after the children of Israel 
were come out of Egypt. He was succeeded in his 
priestly office by his S(m, Eletizar, and all Israel 
mourned for him forty days; after which they 
were engaged in many contests with the inhabi- 
tants of the different countries through which they 
must pass on their way to Canaaiit 

Over whom was their next victory gained P 
Having pitched their tents near tbe river Arnoti 
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that springs froni the mountains of Arabia, dividing 
the country of the Amorites, from that of the^ 
Moubites; Moses sent a respectful message to 
Sihon, king of the Amorites requesting permission 
to pass through his territories. Sihon not only 
refused, but rallied all his forces to oppose the 
advance of the Israelites, Sihon and his troops 
however being tinable to combat with an anny that 
fought under the banner of Jehovah, fled with the 
utmost precipitation, while the Israelites animated 
by an assurance of victory, pursued the fugitives 
killing their king, and taking undisputed posses- 
sion of their country, which comprised a sort of 
peninsula, between the rivers, Amon on the south, 
Jaboc on the north, and Jordan on the west. 

Were they not attacked by another enemy in this 

locality ? 
They were, for Og king of Bashan was marching 
to the relief of Sihon, his ally, and although in- 
formed of the attack and total defeat, relying on his 
own gigantic stature,* and trusting to the valour of 
bis adherents, determined to hazard another battle ; 
but his temerity was punished by his own death 
and the total destruction of his anny« After this 
victory Moses passed the river Jaboc which falls 
into Jordan, and took possession of sixty fortified 
cities, besides a prodigious quantity of booty. 

•Some idea of bis enormous balk may be formed, by the 
dimensions of his bed found in his palace in Rabatha, which 
was upwards of 13 feet in length, and 6 in Iweadth, Dent. lU SL 
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With lohat nation was their next conflict P 

Their next coiuesi was wiih the Midianiies, 
>%iiich originated in the following manner: — Balak, 
king of the Moabites an anc ient ally of the Mid- 
ianiies, being apprehensive of the increasing power 
of the Israelites, and yet deeming il imprudent to 
commence hostilities, sent ambassadors lo the Mid- 
ianites to hold consultations respecting the common 
security, and they, undetermined how to act, sent 
messengers to Balaam, desiring him to come and 
curse the Israelites, Balaam although a heathen 
and a wicked man, was gifted with divine inspira- 
tion, and being unable to speak contrary to the 
dictates of the Almighty, refused to obey the sum- 
mons. At length their urgent importunities pre- 
vailed upon him to go, and having requested to be 
conducted lo an eligible spot for beholding the 
camps of the Israelites, to the utter dismay of the 
assembly, he pronounced an audible and emphatic 
blessing upon them, prophetically describing their 
future greatness, riches, and exemplary virtues. 
This so incensed the king, that as a last resourse 
he was determined to try the effect of stratagem, and 
endeavoured to win over the ])eople to an alliance 
by ihe seductive influence of feminine attractions 
Did the attempt succeed? 

With the juvenile portion of the community they 
were but too successful, and one instance was so 
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flagrant as to excite the indignation of Phineas son 
of Klenzar the priest; and he fearing that Mich 
indignities might bring both their religion and 
laws into danger, repaired at once to the tent of the 
deiinqnents and slew them both. This resolute art 
excited the emulation of some among his eoteiu- 
poraries, who were still jealous, for the honour 
of their constitution, and these fell most furi- 
ously upon the faction and put great numbers 
of them to death ; and fourteen thousand others 
were swept away by a sudden pestilence. 

Was (his the occasion of the warp 

It was, for Moses being justly displeased at such 
abominable practices, sent an army of twelve 
thousand men under the command of Phineas against 
the Midianites who were routed with great slaughter; 
five of their kings being slain on the spot. After 
this signal triumph, Moses prepared for the close of 
his earthly pilgrimage, of which he had before been 
apprised by the I«ord. 

14 hat was the conduct of this eminent servant of 
God prior to his decease P 

In order to impress more emphatically upon the 
minds of the people a sense of the unde- 
served and manifold mercies of which they had been 
the favoured recipients during the whole of their 
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wanderings as well as tlie humiHating reminiscence 
of ibeir re^ieated acts of rebellion and distrust, with 
their open defiance and tienuitciations of the 
Almighty, he briefly recapitulated the laws, judg- 
ments, and cuminands with which he had on 
different occasions been charged, and took a retro- 
spective glance at the numerous interpositions on 
their behalf, accompanied by many exhortations to 
obedience and directions (or tlieir future conduct, 
concluding with this solemn and affecting declara- 
tion ; '* 1 call heaven and earth to record this day 
against you that I have set before you, life and 
death, blessing and cursing, therefore choose life, 
that both thou and thy seed may live**. 

What further is related of this exemplary law- 
giver P 
Having exonerated himself from all blame as it 
regarded their future responsibility to God, by 
writing the whole of the laws in a book and causing 
it to be placed in the ark as a witness against them, 
should they forget him and their God ; he called 
Joshua to whom he resigned his arduous office 
with many promises of divine favour and protection ; 
after which he composed a song under the imme- 
diate inspiration of heaven and rehearsed it in the 
ears of the congregation of Israel, Be then pro- 
nounced a prc^etic blessing on each of the tribes 
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separately, and taking a final farewell of the people 
amid their tears and lamentations with an nnahated 
vigour of body and undiminished powers of mind, 
he died as the Lord commanded, in the hundred and 
twenty third year of his age. 

Where did Moses die F 
On mount Nebo, situated between the rivers 
Aruon and Jordan, and commanding a most exten- 
sive prospect of Canaan, which he was permitted 
to behold, but not to enter. The character of 
Moses as decribed by St. Paul, is eminently worthy 
of the emulation of all christians, "choosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of God. than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season". 

Did the appointment of Joshua receive the divine 

sanction P 
It did, for although it is said,' there arose not 
another prophet in Israel since like unto Moses*', 
prosperity in all his undertakings was promised to 
Joshua, on condition of his perfect obedience to the 
divine injunctions, by observing an undevia- 
ting adherence to the law, and evincing the same 
steadiness of purpose in carrying out the intentions 
of the Almighty regarding his chosen people. 

What was the first command issued by Joshua ^ 
An order for immediate prieparation to pass over 
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the river Jordan, and thus to enter the long antici- 
pated and ar^eiHly desired country, that like the 
heavenly Canaan was to put a period to their 
wanderings, and to become the inalienable in- 
heritance of the people of God. 

Did the people promise fealty to Joshua as the 

successor to Moses P 

They not only promised implicit obedience to his 
directions, but unanimously resolved to iijfiict the 
severe penalty of death for the first act of contumacy. 

Was not some precaution necessary to secure a safe 
entrance into a land whose inhabitants were to be 

forcibly ejected P 
Joshua was evidently of that opinion, and the 
first place likely to resist their advances after the 
passage of the river, being the cityof Jericho, the most 
feasible method of attacking it was ascertained 
through the instrumentality of two spies who made 
a successful survey of the neighbouring country 
and privately reported their observations to Joshua 
on their return. 

How did this immense mnltitude pass the river 

Jordan ? 
Having arrived on its banks which were provi- 
dentially undefended by the inhabitants, who 
^rusted doubtless in the supposed impregnable 
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of the w»ft» tiMd sunoiinded ilieir cUy ; the 
priests hettnng- ib^ ark wm* o wshle r a b l y in 
a^l^tnee o£ t&e people, io order that they might the 
»ore plainly behold the miracle to be wrought ; for; 
no sooner did the feet oC the priesli tmick the btrnk- 
of the river, thau the waters were divided, and the 
bed of the river became dry, the priests then marchi-d 
into the centre of the drv channel and there remained 
until the whole of the children of Israel with their 
flocks and herds had passed in succession, being 
followed by the priests &c., the waters then resumed 
their course and the children of Israel encamped on 
the east border of Jericho. This miracle was the 
more incontestible and stupendous on account of its 
occurrence at the time cf the annual inundation 
which look place at barley harvest. 

By what method did they perpetuate this event ? 

A man out of each tribe was chosen to bear each 
a stone from the place where the priest stood in the 
midst of Jordan, which being placed one upon 
another on their arrival at Gilgal, remained a per- 
petual memorial of an event thai would have been 
otherwise buried ii\ oblivion. This in after times 
excited enquiries, and thus tended to circulate, 
widely the relation, not of this miracle only, but 
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the many instances in whfch the oiighiy hand of 
the Lord bad been extended for the deliverance of 
his [)eoplG. 

Whai affect had this miracle on the inhahitantt of 

the landP 

Rumonr with its busy tongue had already 
conveyed tidings of the foruaidahle niimberSj fearless 
protvess and repeated successes that had attended the 
Israelites, so that great fear and trepidation pervaded 
the minds of the Canaanites, and knowing that their 
own entire extirpation was intended, they were so 
depressed by the hopelessness of their case, that 
they materially faciliated their own destruction. 

Did anything further transpire previcms to ih^ 

Mte^e 0f Jericho ? 

The puamtx wm ngpin ^la^Mwiai, mad ^$km 
iMweHies partook 4>f Mhe am «f Am Imd, a&er 
which the manna coated* wlufliiJhvU«ni cegolariy 
snpplkd iaitf ymun^ tbe 
uance no longer existing. 



Jericho signifies^ odour, " or " scented town, ** 
and demed its name from the deiightfnl perfitme 
emitted by its numerous odoriferous plants and 
shrubs, as balsams^ cypress, roses and pnlm trees. 



100 EXPOSITIONS OF THE 

It was situated about seven leagues, from Jerusalem, 
and two from Jordan, and was besieged in the follow- 
ing wav, being closely shut up, and all ingress or 
egress forbidden to the inhabitants, (lod commanded 
ihe besiegers to perambulate the city once a day* 
(or seven successive days in the following order ; 
Brsi the soldiers, (comprising about forty thousand 
who passed over Jordan armed for war) ; after them 
the priests bearing the ark, &c. On the seventh 
day they marched seven times round it, and at the 
seventh time while the trumpets were sounding, and 
the people shouting, the walls fell down, and every 
man entered the city, at the place opposite to him, 
thus the astonished and affrighted inmates fell an 
awful sacrifice to the justice of an offended God, for 
they had filled up the measure of their iniquities, 
and were ripe for the destruction that awaited them* 
This beini!: the first city in Canaan taken by Joshua 
it was wholy devoted to the Lord, and whatever of 
the spoil was not consumed by fire, was ordered to 
be put into the treasury, and not a particle was to be 
otherwise appropriated lest the offender and all that 
appertained to' liim should be destroyed. 

Didi^nqt this terrible intimation prevent ihe detire 
of posnessing any part of the booty P 
The sill of covetousness having entered the heart 
of Ai-han of the tribe of Juduh, he secreted in his 
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lent a valuable Babylonish garment; wiib silver 
and gold to about a hundred pounds sterling. The 
theft being discovi^red, the perpetrator and all his 
family suffered an ignominious death, and a heap 
of stones was raised to mark the place of their de- 
struction, a striking instance of the Almighty's 
haired of avaricious desires, and move so, of his 
indignation against disobedience to his commands. 
Was any further oppositian made to their taking 
possession of the land P 

Canaan had been promised to the Israelites for 
an inheiitance, and the Almighty disposer of events, 
could in an instant have annihilated every impedi- 
ment to the fulfilment of that promise, by one single 
act of omnipotence; but in uneniug wisdom he 
chose to employ human agents to effect his designs; 
and thus the Israelites were engaged in a series of 
successful contests, under the command of Joshua, 
until the death of that glorious captain of the Lord s 
host, which took place in the hundred and tenth 
year of his age, and the twenty-sixth of his admin- 
istration, prior to his decease however, persons were 
employed to take an accurate admeasurement 
of the whole land, which was divided among the 
tribes by a solemn appeal to the decision of the 
Lord. Each part beiug assigned to its res^pective 
owner, by casting lots, the usual method resorted to 

at that period, for settling disputed points, 
o 3 
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To w/iom w§re intrusted tht reim of go¥$rrmgni 
after the death of Joshua ? 

It was nnanimously resolved to prosecute the 
war against the Canaaiiites with great rigour, and 
the chief command was invested in the tribes of 
Judah, and Simeon who conducted their pluns with 
unparalleled success, so that in process of time, 
they had from various conquests amassed enormous 
wealth. But with this wealth they gradually ac- 
quired a luxurious manner of living, »nd by a very 
natural gradation, they consequently became dissi. 
pnted, licentious and idolatrous. This instance 
uiTords an awful exemplificaiion of the desperate 
wickedness of the human heart, and might well 
furnish a reason for Agar to deprecate rhe possession 
of riches when he said "lest 1 be full and deny Thee 
and sav who is the Loi'd.' 

Were not the Israelites severely punished for their 

apostacy P 

This sinful dereliction from their oft repeated 
promises of allegiance to the God of heaven brought 
with it its own reward, for carnal indulgence not 
only debilitates the body, but sulnlues and enervates 
those energies that should ever be employed to 
resist the encroachments of a corrupt nature. Thus 
this deluded people lost the courageous spirit, thai 
had hitherto been one of their most admirable cha- 



HOLT SCRIPTURSS. lOS 

racteristics, and as a natural consequence becama 
an easy prey to their enemies who had considerably 
increased during the iniquitous supineness of the 
Israelites, so that whithersoever they went the band 
of the Lord was against them for evil, and they 
became subject to the tyr-anny of the very people, 
wl,i»se extermination they were commanded to effect. 

By whom were theyjirtt subdued? 
Their first conqueror was Chusan king o{ 
the A.ssvrians, a powerful but most tyrannical 
monarch who laid heavy taxes upon them, and 
treated them with the most contemptible indignities; 
but after eight years subjection they were rescued 
from this degrading bondage, by Olhniel of the tribe 
of Jddah, at whose instigation a sudden attack was 
made upon the Assyrians, which was attended with 
success ; great numbers of them were slain and the 
Israelites regained their liberty and as a reward for 
the vulour of Olhniel, they submitted to his author- 
ity. 

Was not (his the commencement of a new form of 

government 

It was ; Othniel and hia successors in oflSce were 
styled judges and this dignity was conferred, not 
hereditarily, but as a recompense for signal services 
rendered to the community, yet as it depended on 
casiialxties, they were frequently left without any 
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secular government at all. Thus on the death of 
Othniel they relapsed iuto iheir former degeneracy. 
This was taken advantage o( by the king of Moabi 
who worsted them in seven battles and reduced them 
tp an abject state of slavery, but they were delivered 
from his yoke by one Ehud who fulfilled the judi- 
cial capacity upwards of eighty years. 

How long were the Israelites governed by judges ^ 

Until the lime of Saul, compriiiing a period of 
three hundred and sevcnreen vears ; when at the 
earnest entreaty of the people, Sunl the sou of Kish 
a Ben] ami te was the first who was appointed to the 
regal power. Israel continued a monarchy five 
hundred and seven years until the Babylonish cap- 
• tivity under Nebuchadnezzar after which Jndah be- 
came subject to the kings of Persia, then to Alexander 
the Great and his successors, sometimes to the king 
of Syria, sometimes to the kings of Egypt. It then 
regained the sovereign authority, which it retained a 
hundred and thirty years until the time of I^erod 
the Greats when ii became a Roman province. 

Why was the land of Canaan called " Judah,'* and 
its inhabitants •* Jews?'* 

The Israelites were called Jews and the land 
Judab, because the tribe of Judah was the most 
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.eminent, and indeed the only tribe that at all dia- 
tinguished themselves after the fiabylonish cap- 
tivity, when they settled about Jerusalem and 
Judah^ and thence e?ctended over the whole coun- 
try. Many calamities subsequently combined to 
punish their apostacy until, on their rejection of the 
Messiah, whom they disbelieved ai>d crucified, a 
final blow was put to their existence as a nation, and 
in the unprecedented sufferings at the siege, and 
subsequent destruction of Jerusalem under Titus, 
was fulfilled, that self-infiicted malediction, " His 
blood be on us and on our children. " 

. fVhal is the present position of a people once so 

h ighly favoured ? 

Ever since the Jews absolutely rejected the gos- 
pel, there have not been any visible manifestations 
of a divine interposition in their favour.; but as a 
punishment for their iniideiity they have for ages 
past been dispersed a]l over xhe world without either 
a temporal or spiritual protector, yet adhering to 
their ancient ritual as far as circumsiances will ad- 
mit. 

They still live as a distinct people, and akhough 
scattered among all natii^us, not confounded with 
any ; being despised in all puits where they inhabit, 
they are the general scoff and ridicule o{ the people 
of ail nations, and are literally verifying the pro- 
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phecy, that they should become an astonithtnentj a 
proverb and a by- word to all nations. 



CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

ill this brief outline of historic record respecting 
the ancient patriarchs and their descendants, the 
honoured progenitors of the incarnate God, many 
important lessons may be acquired and many salu- 
tary reflections will arise from the contemplation 
of those extraordinary occurrences narrated in the 
pages of inspiration. While dwelling on the dis- 
pensations of Providence that required an exten- 
sive sacrifice of human life, let not the finite being 
presume to scan the designs of Infinity, nor cavil 
at the just vengeance of God on the work of his 
own hand. When unable to penetrate the future, 
man is prone to commit the sin of passing a prema- 
ture judgment on the actions of Omnipotence, but 
let him pause to make the comparison between the 
Creator as exemplified in the wonders of creationt 
and dismayed at his own presumption he will ex- 
claim," shall not the Judge of all the earth do right" 
and in pursuing the analogy between ttiat devoted 
people and the experience of proft^ssing christians 
in general, the distinction will be less palpable than 
might at first be imagined. The epiiomeofex- 
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ift the gospel, and the test of obedience, a 
conforinity to its injunctions, hence a rigid self- 
examination will not only develope the sad truth of 
an utter inabilicj to boast a superior righteousness 
to that of the Israelites, but by instituting a candid 
comparison on many points, a most humiliating 
resemblance will be the unavoidable result, for in- 
suince; the Israelites murmured for water, and 
lusted for flesh : alas ! how many in the enjoyment 

of every needful blessing, embitter their lives, and 
endanger their souls by the indulgence of desires 
whose gratification might induce a multiplicity of 
evils, though unseen by all save Him, to whom the 
pages of futurity are ever open, while many who bask 
in the sunshine of prosperity and fare sumptuously 
every day, make a god of their possessions and suffer 
the covetousness which is idol^ry, the mammon 
of unrighteousness to usurp the dominion of Jeho 
vah. It is however a source of unmingled satisfac- 
tion to the christian to obserVe throughout this 
historv,that the numerous errors to which human na- 
ture is liable, meet, not only with consideration, but 
forgiveness, if repentance towards God, and faith in 
his promises be manifested ; and that while travel- 
ling through the wilderness of life, he may draw 
water out of the wells of salvation, abide under the 
shadow of the rock of ages, approach the mercy 
seat of a reconciled Father, and when on the brink 
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of that Jordan«that alone obstructs his entrance in- 
to the heavenly Canaan, by faith he beholds the 
promised inheritance, and in sure and certain hope 
of a safe convoy to an everlasting habitation, he 
oramits himself to the dark waters of oblivion 

Until at length his soul attain the haren of the blest. 
Where the wicked cease fVom trofubling and the weary 
are at rest. 
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